20/ 01/ 2002

“Unruly foreign workers can scare away investors

KOTA KI NABALU, Sat. - Foreign workers who cause trouble in the country
could scare away investors, Deputy Home M nister Datuk Zainal Abidin Zin
sai d today.

Commenting on a riot by some 450 | ndonesian workers of a textile factory
in Nilai on Thursday, Zainal Abidin said they had failed to respect the
| aws of the country.

"Their actions may scare away investors. W are not agai nst |ndonesians,
but we do not like those who do not respect our |laws,"” he said.

Zai nal Abidin, who is al so Pemadam president, said this to newsnen after
| eadi ng menbers fromthe non-governnental organisation on a visit to the
Sabah police headquarters in Kepayan.

The workers attacked policenen and destroyed vehicles after 16 of their
col | eagues were detained by police when they tested positive for drugs.

Zai nal Abidin also said some foreign workers here were drug addi cts and
this could affect their productivity.

"I'f we have them (drug addicts), production will decline but at the sanme
time, if we do not have them our productivity will also decline."

He added that the Hone M nistry woul d abi de by a suggesti on nmade by
Prine Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Mahat hir Mhamad that |ndonesia will be the
[ ast country which Malaysia will |ook to when seeking foreign | abour after
the incident.

"Qur Prime Mnister has always wanted to see peopl e from nei ghbouring
countries getting jobs here but he is disappointed at what happened."”
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