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ol den Age that will be Malaysia's

van Ahmad Shi hab |smial

I JON many proud Ml aysians in appl audi ng Bank Negara for havi ng brought
to life the Islam ¢ Financial Services Board, which was officially

i naugurated by Prinme Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Mhathir Mhamad (NST, Nov 4).

It is indeed another m|estone for Malaysia to have the honour of
spear headi ng efforts to create conprehensi ve awar eness and under st andi ng
of Islamc financial instruments for the Islamc capital market to grow

This |l atest acconplishnment is further testinony of the nation's ability
to |l ead and be an exanple for other countries to follow.

That we have world endorsenent to play a central role in conbatting
terrorismand the fact that we are rigorously pursuing the establishnment
of the Asean+3 secretariat in Kuala Lunpur is further evidence of the fact
that we have come a | ong way from being an agricul tural backwater nation.

VWhat is happening now and in recent years will lead the future to be
considered, | amcertain, as Malaysia's "Gol den Age".

It is arguable that the unprecedented grow h and devel opment as well as
turnoil and chall enges that this nation has faced and successful |y managed
in the past two decades make up an era that history will recogni se as
truly great.

The trouble with "CGol den Ages"” is that they are often recognised in
retrospect. Those experiencing the days of glory often do not realise what
they are going through until they |ook back, if at all such reflections
are made during their lifetine.

This is likely why great civilisations succunb to nmediocrity, for how
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