10/ 12/ 2002
Grl who alleged rape back from Manil a

Joni st on Bangkuai ; Jaswi nder Kaur

KOTA Kl NABALU, Mon. - The 13-year-old girl who was at the centre of a

di pl omati c row between the Philippines and Ml aysia after she all eged she
was raped by policenmen at a detention centre returned from Manila today.

The girl, acconpani ed by Philippine Social Wl fare Secretary Corazon
Juliano Soliman and presidential adviser Nur Jaafar, arrived at the Kota
Ki nabal u I nternational Airport at 5.15pm

The girl and her escorts managed to el ude photographers and tel evision
crew menbers who had been waiting for her at the airport since 4pm

She was whi sked away in a four-wheel-drive vehicle fromthe tarmac and
taken to the Princess Anne Children's Hone in Likas.

She arrived at the honme at 5.50pm and was quickly taken to a room Her
head was covered with a creamcol oured jacket and she was wearing a bl ue
pair of jeans.

Soliman, who arrived 10 minutes later, read out a "joint statenment of
commitnment” on behal f of the Philippines and Mal aysia to the Press.

The statenent said the girl, nicknaned "Angelica", would be placed at
the hone to continue the healing process and woul d be provided with other
servi ces such as education

"The Mal aysi an Government gives its utnpst assurance to consider witten
requests for occasional visits to “Angelica' by authorised officials of
t he Philippi ne Governnent.

"The Mal aysi an Attorney-Ceneral's Chanbers shall supervise the
i nvestigation and prosecution of the alleged rape case. The Ml aysi an
Governnment shall periodically informthe Philippine Governnent on the
status and progress of the case.

"The Mal aysi an Governnment thanks the (Philippine) President (doria
Macapagal Arroyo) and the Philippine Government for the excellent
cooperation in the resolution of the case within the spirit of Asean
solidarity.

"The Philippine Governnent |ikew se extends its gratitude to the Prine
M ni ster (Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir Mhamad) and the Ml aysi an Governnent for
the positive resolution of the case," the statenent said.

Taki ng questions fromreporters, Solinman said the girl would al so
recei ve counselling at the home as part of the healing process.

"We believe this home is the best place for her. She needs a place where
she can feel secure. She was staying at a place like this when she was in
t he Philippines.”

He said the girl's parents were separated and that she had been living
wi th her sisters and grandnother in Sabah

On whet her her parents would be allowed to neet her, Soliman said it
woul d depend on the assessnent of social workers in Sabah and after
consul tation with Philippine authorities.

Asked to confirmreports that the girl's father was a Ml aysian and her
mother a Filipina, Soliman said it was not a di scussion point at present
bet ween both Governnents

To anot her question, Soliman said if necessary the girl would attend the
trial of her alleged rape, subject to the assessnent by social workers.

Soliman said she woul d neet National Unity and Social Devel opnent
M ni ster Datuk Dr Siti Zaharah Sul ai man on Wednesday to discuss the issue.

Mnister in the Chief Mnister's Departnent Datuk Abdul Ghapur Salleh
who "received" the girl said the alleged rape would be further



i nvesti gated.

He thanked the Philippine Government for bringing the girl back.

The girl was thought to be a Filipina until Ml aysian police
i nvestigating the rape allegation discovered she was a Mal aysi an and t hat
her parents were in Sabah.

She was detained in July when she was found wandering in the city
wi t hout any identification docunents and was sent to the detention centre
i n Menggatal where the all eged rape took place.

The girl did not resist when she was deported to Bongao, Tawi-Tawi, in
the southern Philippines in early Septenber.

In Bongao, the girl told Philippine authorities that she was repeatedly
raped by police officers while awaiting deportation.

This pronpted President doria Macapagal Arroyo to send a protest note
to Prine Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Mhathir Mhanmad on Sept 4 denmandi ng t hose
responsi bl e to be puni shed.

At the directive of Dr Mahathir, a high-level police team headed by
Assi stant Conmm ssi oner Takbir Ahmad was set up to investigate the girl's
al | egati on.

The teaminterviewed several officers at the Menggatal detention centre
and al so went to Zanboanga to record a statement fromthe girl.

After she was identified to be a Mal aysian, |ocal police requested that
the Philippine authorities send her back to Sabah to facilitate
i nvestigations.
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