02/ 12/ 2002

Cerakan: State MCA chief being inconsistent

PENANG, Sun. - State MCA chai rman Wng Kam Hoong was today chided for
being "inconsistent” in his stand and approach on the issue of the
abstention of MCA backbenchers Li m Boo Chang and Tan Cheng Liang on a
nmotion tabled by the Qpposition in the State Assenbly.

Teng Chang Yeow, political secretary to Chief Mnister Tan Sri Dr Koh
Tsu Koon, today called on Wng to "be sincere and consistent” in matters
rel ated to Barisan Nasional |eadership and procedure.

He said this in a statenent rel eased today in response to Wng's conment
on Friday that he was unhappy that Koh had not called for a State BN
nmeeting before submtting a report on the duo to BN national chairman
Datuk Seri Dr Mahat hir Mhanmad and deputy chai rman Datuk Seri Abdul | ah
Ahmad Badaw .

"It is clear that what Wng was trying to stress on was the collective
| eadership and responsibility of the BN by calling for the State BN to
di scuss the duo's behavi our before submitting a report to the top BN
| eadershi p,"” Teng said.

"On the other hand, Wng seens to condone and has asked for |eniency for
t he bahavi our of the duo who defied the collective responsibility of the
BN when it canme to a crucial vote over the Qpposition notion in the Penang
State Assenbly.

"Moreover, Tan and Limdefied the directive of the State BN chairman
during the pre-council neeting that all BN State Assenbl ymen nust obj ect
to the two Opposition notions,"” he added.

"I't would seemthat Wng chose to use the principle of BN s collective
| eadership and responsibility only when it suited him and to ignore it
when it does not," he said.

"This is a clear lack of inconsistency in Wng's stand and approach, "
Teng sai d, adding that Koh and Deputy Chief Mnister Datuk Dr H |l m Yahaya
as the BN chief whip, had to inmrediately submt a report as directed by
Abdul | ah

Teng said that their report presented the case in an objective manner
wi t hout specifying any specific recomendati ons for discipline.

Teng said both Koh and Dr Hilm subnmitted an objective report because
they did not want to be seen as bi ased.

Koh, as State Cerakan chairman, also did not want the issue to be
msinterpreted or twisted to be a Gerakan vs MCA quarrel, as it may damage
the image and unity of BN in Penang, he added.
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