05/ 09/ 2002

Greater access to Mardi technol ogy for private sector

SERDANG, Wed. - To pronote agriculture as the third engine of growh after
manuf acturing and tourism the Ml aysian Agriculture Research and

Devel opnent Institute (Mardi) will give the private sector greater access
to its technol ogy.

Under an anendnent to the Mardi Act 1969, Mardi would be allowed to
commercialise its technol ogy.

Mardi director-general Datuk Dr Saharan Anang said the amendnent woul d
allow the transfer of Mardi's technol ogy via joint ventures, |icensing and
consultation with private conpanies.

"Co-ordination of this transfer will be handled by the Centre for
Promoti on and Commerci al i sati on of Technol ogy, Marditech and our busi ness
devel opnent unit," he said.

The amendnent would only cone into effect after being gazetted in
Cct ober

Saharan said this nove would boost the institute's role as "a
contributor towards econom c growth”, by providing the necessary
technol ogy for sustainabl e devel opment and wealth creation in food
producti on, processing as well as nechani sation.

Citing the MR219 padi variety devel oped at Mardi as a successful exanple
of the technol ogical transfer to the private sector, he said it had
doubled rice yields to 10 tonnes per hectare per season

"Mpst areas planted with the variety had exceeded the 10-tonne yield per
hectare, " he said.

He added that Ml aysia would be self-sufficient in rice production if
the MR219 variety were planted across half the 900,000 hectares of rice
fields in the country.

On the Ml aysi an Sci ence and Technol ogy Convention 2002 thened
"Sust ai nabl e Agricul ture Devel opment and Wealth Creation”, Saharan, who is
the convention's technical chairman, said: "The convention ains to
i ncrease the awareness of applying biotechnology to utilise the country's
rich biodiversity but wthin sustainable neans."

He said use of technology in agriculture was still |ow except for oi
pal m and rubber, even though the technol ogy was avail abl e and the
Gover nment had been providing incentives to attract investnent.

Organi sed by the Acadeny of Sciences Malaysia, with the support of the
Agriculture Mnistry and the Sci ence, Technol ogy and Environnent Mnistry,
the convention will discuss the application of science and technology in
agricul ture.

The convention will be held on Sept 9 and 10, and opened by Prine
M ni ster Datuk Seri Dr Mhathir Mhanad.

Anot her convention, Agricultural Waste Managenent 2002 with the thene
"Busi ness Qpportunities in Agricultural Waste", organi sed by the
Agricultural Institute of Malaysia in collaboration with Mardi, will also
be held on Cct 2 and 3.

Saharan said the conference would highlight alternatives to transform
agricultural by-products into profitable val ue-added goods, to reduce
pol I uti on.
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