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DR MAHATHI R LEAVES FOR ASEM MEETI NG

SEPANG Sept 21 (Bernamm) -- Prinme Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir
Mohamad | eft for Copenhagen today to attend the 4th Asia- Europe Meeting
(ASEM 1V) which will be held from Sept 22-24.

Dr Mahat hir, acconpanied by his wife Datin Seri Dr Siti Hasmah Mbhaned
Al'i, departed fromthe KL International Airport here at 1.30am

Present at the airport to see himoff were Deputy Prine M nister Datuk
Seri Abdul | ah Ahnmad Badawi and several mnisters.

Dr Mahathir is |eading a del egation which includes Foreign Mnister
Dat uk Seri Syed Hami d Al bar and officials fromthe Foreign Mnistry,
Finance Mnistry and International Trade and Industry M nistry.

Leaders fromthe two continents are expected to di scuss new
international security issues in the aftermath of Sept 11, international
terrorismand transnational crimes.

The nmeeting will also discuss neasures to inprove the world economc
situation through cooperation in trade and i nvestnent by i npl enenting
concrete objectives in trade facilitation, according to a Wsna Putra
st at enment .

The Prime Mnister is expected to hold bilateral talks with sonme of his
ASEM count er parts.

ASEM | was held in Bangkok in 1996, ASEMII| in London in 1998 and ASEM
[l in Seoul in 2000. The Asian nmenbers of ASEM are Brunei, China,
| ndonesi a, Japan, Ml aysia, the Philippines, South Korea, Singapore,

Vi et nam and Thai | and.

Their European counterparts are Austria, Bel gium Denmark, Finland,
France, Germany, Greece, Ireland, Italy, Luxenmbourg, the Netherl ands,
Portugal, Spain, Sweden, Britain and the European Conmi ssi on.
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