18 AUG 2002
Mahat hi r - Departure
DR MAHATHI R LEAVES FOR MYANMAR FOR TWO- DAY VISIT

KUALA LUMPUR, Aug 18 (Bernama) -- The Prinme M nister, Datuk Seri Dr
Mahat hir Mohamad, left today for a two-day visit to Myanmar, his second to
that Asean country in 19 nonths and the fourth since 1988.

Dr Mahat hir, acconpani ed by Datuk Seri Dr Siti Hasmah Moharmed Ali, |eft
on a special aircraft fromthe Royal Ml aysian Air Force (RVAF) base in
Subang near here at 3.45pm

They were seen off by Deputy Prinme Mnister Datuk Seri Abdul | ah Ahmed
Badawi and several Cabinet ministers.

The Prinme Mnister is reciprocating the visit nmade in Septenber | ast
year by Myanmar | eader Seni or General Than Shwe who is Chairman of the
St at e Peace and Devel opnent Counci | .

Dr Mahathir is |eading a 300-nenber del egati on which includes Foreign
M ni ster Datuk Seri Syed Hamid Al bar, International Trade and | ndustry
M ni ster Datuk Seri Rafidah Aziz and Energy, Commrunications and Mul ti nedi a
M ni st er Datuk Leo Moggi e.

The previous trip by Dr Mahathir was in January |ast year during which
the door to business opportunities was officially opened to Ml aysi an
conpani es, especially in the field of processing raw materials which are
abundant in Myanmar.

The two countries established diplomatic relations in 1958 and Myanmar
becanme an Asean nenber in 1997.

The Prime Mnister is scheduled to call on Than Shwe at Parlianent
House soon after his arrival and later will attend a di nner hosted by the
Seni or Ceneral at the sanme venue.

Dr Mahathir will return hone tonorrow eveni ng.
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