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Dr M MSC has devel oped well with ideas from | AP

CYBERJAYA, Fri. - The Miultinmedia Super Corridor has devel oped well, wth
Mal aysi a benefiting fromideas and input of its International Advisory
Panel , Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir Mhamad sai d today.

The Prime Mnister said the country was not short of talents in
i nformati on technol ogy as evident fromtheir capacity to produce new I T
applications such as 3D and i nroads made in bio-technol ogy research.

Speaki ng at a Press conference on the second day of the three-day |IAP
nmeeting at Cyberview Lodge here, Dr Mahathir, who is | AP chairman, said
one | ocal conpany was now doing stemcell and had found an application of
stemcell for the purpose for HV and Thal assaem a treatnents.

He said the conpany was not going to clone human bei ngs, which drew
| aughter from | AP nenbers and representatives.

Mal aysi a, he said, was actually | ooking at the possibility of producing
organs for transpl ant.

"Things |like these are actually very exciting," said Dr Mhathir, adding
t hat Mal aysi a was now not far behind advanced countries in biotechnol ogy
research.

Dr Mahathir said the MSC had made nmuch progress over the | ast one year
as seen fromthe increasing nunber of buildings and conpani es operating
from Cyberjaya, its intelligent city.

The MSC is a 750 sq km area running south fromthe Kuala Lunpur City
Centre to the Kual a Lunpur International Airport which has been desi gnated
as a hub for the devel opment of multinmedia products and services.

There are 745 MSC-status conpani es, including 53 of world-cl ass
st andar d.

The Prime Mnister was asked about the Governnent's stand on open source
system one of the topics discussed at the three-day neeting.

He said: "The CGovernnent's position is to try any alternative system we
are not guided by proprietary interests but for the country's benefit and
for |ower cost."

Asked to comment on one the setbacks of the MSC, the stalled
Entertainment Village or E-Village project, Dr Mahathir said the conpany
awar ded the job encountered financial difficulties mdway through the
proj ect .

The Governnent, he said, was negotiating with another investor to take
over, expressing confidence the problens would be resol ved.

To a suggestion that contracts be set aside for small MSC- status
conpani es as one way of hel ping them progress, he said they were free to
make a bi d.

However, he rem nded that securing the projects depended on their
ability to undertake them

"Smal | er conpanies are not in any way excluded (fromgetting contracts).
It does not depend on who you know because you nmay know the w ong people.”

The question on who woul d be appointed to replace Tan Sri Dr O hman Yeop
Abdul | ah, who stepped down as Miltimedi a Devel opment Cor porati on executive
chai rman and chi ef executive for health reasons, was al so posed.

In reply, the Prime Mnister said he was keeping an open mind whether to
appoi nt a bureaucrat or someone fromthe industry.

In jest, he said sonmeone fromthe nedia could al so be appointed to head
t he body responsible for the devel opnment of the NMSC

To a question on whether he would stay on as | AP chairman in Cctober



next year when he is expected to step down as the Prinme Mnister, Dr
Mahathir replied: "I don't think I can stay on as chairman, but if I am
allowed to, | would Iike to sit in the discussion and give ny views."

Menbers of the panel shared Dr Mahathir's conviction of the MSC, with
Cutl er & Conpany nanagi ng director Dr Terry Cutler saying that |AP had
actual ly progressed froman advisory role into one of coll aboration.

Mot or ol a executive vice-president and chief technol ogy of ficer Dennis
Robertson said the transformation of the MSC froman oil palmestate into
what it was today was "unbelievable".

He said one striking feature of the project was its ability to bl end
technol ogi es with the human aspects.

Cyber Century Forum seni or advi ser Anbassador Di ana Lady Dougan,
admtting to her earlier sceptismof the MSC, said Ml aysia and Dr
Mahat hi r had proven that the project was not nerely a dream
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