11 MAY 2002
Mahat hi r - Rel evance
UWNO MUST BE REJUVENATED BY YOUNG GENERATI ON, SAYS DR MAHATHI R

SHAH ALAM May 11 (Bernama) -- Umo nust be rejuvenated by young
menbers so that it will continue to be relevant inits struggle for the
religion, race and country, Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir Mhanad said t oday.

The prinme minister said that the young genration in Umo Youth and
Puteri Umo nust equip itself with know edge and efficiency to preserve
what Umo had devel oped all this while.

"The young generation nmust hold strongly to the spirit of Umo's
struggl e when it takes over fromthe old | eaders, Dr Mahathir, who is al so
Umo president, said at the party's 56th anni vesary cel ebrati ons here.

He said Umo's struggle was a nobl e one that benefited everyone.

"Umo has succeeded in bringing the Mal ays to be on par with the
others. W want this to be nai ntai ned when t he young generation takes over
the | eadership," he said.

He said Umo's struggl e demanded that the Mal ays achi eve success
through their own ability.

"W can do anything. The Mal ays are not weak, the Mal ays are not
stupid, the Malays will not lose their spirit. W have our own quality," he
sai d.

He said there were Mal ays who were prepared to clinb nountains, sai
al one around the world and wal k everywhere to showthat their race coul d do
it.

Dr Mahathir al so prayed for the succes of a Malay youth who is
currently in England training to swi macross the English Channel.

"l hope that the Mal aysian flag can be flown there so that the world
can recogni se the ability of the Ml ays," he said.

Speaki ng at a nedi a conference | ater, he said he believed the the young
generation in Umo Youth and Puteri Ummo coul d bring changes to the party.
What was i nportant, he said, was that the two wi ngs nust spread the
word on Umo and the fruit of its struggle so that nore peopl e woul d choose

the party.

He al so expressed his confidence that Umo would continue to rule the
country after it was taken over by the young | eaders.

"Ensure that they are united and di sciplined and that there is no
jostling for posts and, God willing, Umo will remain as the ruling party
for our nation," he said.
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