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Mahat hi r - Bush
DR MAHATHI R ARRI VES | N WASHI NGTON MONDAY FOR CFFI CIAL VISIT

By: Jaafar Hussin and E. Si vabal an

WASHI NGTON, May 12 (Bernama) -- A hectic schedule awaits Prime M nister
Dat uk Seri Dr Mahat hir Mohamad who arrives here Monday for a four-day
official visit at the invitation of President George W Bush.

It will be Dr Mahathir's first visit to the Wiite House since 1994,
when he net Bush's predecessor Bill Cinton.

Di pl omats here described the visit as "the begi nning of a new chapter™
in Mal aysia-United States ties.

Bil ateral ties had weakened previously when the then US vice-president
Al Gore expressed support for anti-government denonstrators during a speech
at a dinner in conjunction with the Asia-Pacific Econom ¢ Cooperation
(Apec) neeting in Kuala Lunpur in 1998.

US- Mal aysia ties inproved after the Sept 11 attacks on the US as
Washi ngt on prai sed Mal aysi a' s cooperationinefforts to conbat terrorism

Fol l owi ng Bush's victory in the last US presidential election, Dr
Mahat hir was quoted as saying that he told the then US anbassador to
Mal aysi a Lynn Pascoe that he wanted to invigorate relations with the US and
m ni m se m sunder st andi ngs.

For nmost of Dr Mahathir's tenure, bilateral relations at the working
| evel have been nore cooperative than the rhetoric, diplonmats said.

"Dr Mahathir's visit to the US next week woul d be a najor step forward
inbilateral ties," said one diplonat.

Apart frommeeting Bush, Dr Mahathir is scheduled to hold talks with
several key nenbers of the Bush adm ni stration, including Secretary of
State Colin Powell and Defence Secretary Donal d Runsf el d.

Dr Mahathir who is al so Finance M nister, is also expected to neet US
Federal Reserve chairman Al an Greenspan.

According to a di pl onat besides bilateral ties and econom c
cooperation, Dr Mahathir and Bush are expected to di scuss i ssues whi ch
include international terrorismand the conflict in Wst Asia.

The Prime Mnister had said recently that he woul d take up the plight
of the Pal estinians with the US Presi dent after the Pal esti ni an Forei gn
M ni ster Faruqg Qaddum requested Dr Mahathir to convey their problens to
Bush.

Observers said that this tinme, Dr Mahathir as Chairman of the
Non- Al i gned Movenent, had "some additional weight to throwaround at the
Whi te House" to get the attention of the USwhichis amjor ally of
| srael.

Dr Mahat hir and Presi dent Bush had di scussed the turnmoil in Wst Asia
when they nmet for the first time in Shanghai, China, on the sidelines of
t he Apec neeting | ast Cctober.

A Wi te House senior adninistration official had told a nedia briefing
after the Mahathir-Bush tal ks i n Shanghai that Bush had "a very cordi al
15-minute neeting" with Dr Mahathir.

The official said Bush first comunicated with Dr Mahathir early | ast
Cct ober when the US President placed a call to Dr Mahathir in Putrajaya
after the Sept 11 incident.

The di pl omat s who spoke to Bernama bel i eved that Dr Mahat hir woul d
convey to Bush that the resolution of the Wst Asia conflict would be
inmportant in resolving terrorismover the long-term

Total trade between Ml aysia and the US stood at US$29.6 billion | ast
year. Malaysia is the 11th | argest tradi ng partner of the US and the 17th



| argest export market.

Last year, Malaysia's exports to the United States anbunted to US$17.9
billion while Malaysia's inports fromthe US stood at US$11.8 billion.

US investnments in Mal aysia from 1996-2000 totalled US$6 billion.
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