22 JUN 2002
Mahat hi r- Reacti on ( Chi nese)
CHI NESE ASSOC!I ATI ONS WANT MAHATHI R TO CARRY ON LEADI NG MALAYSI A

KUALA LUMPUR, June 22 (Bernanmm) -- The Federation of Chinese
Associ ations Mal aysi a wants Prime M ni ster Datuk Seri Dr Mahat hir Mohanmad
to continue | eadi ng the nation.

Its president Tan Sri Chong Chin Shong said Dr Mahathir's | eadership

was still needed and hoped the prinme mnister would not resign now.
"The country's econony has just begun to i nprove, so we call upon him
to continue | eading the nation. Besides he's still healthy,"” Chong said

when cont acted by Bernama toni ght.

He was asked to comrent on the announcenent by Dr Mahathir, at the Umo
General Assenbly this afternoon, toresign fromall posts in Umo and the
Bari san Nasional (BN).

Dr Mahathir, however, agreed to withdraw his decision after Umo
Suprenme Counci| nermbers appeal ed hi mto reconsi der.

"We felt relieved when Deputy Prine M nister Datuk Seri Abdul | ah Ahnad
Badawi announced that the Prine Mnister had retracted his decision to
resign," said Chong.

He said Dr Mahat hir's | eadershi p was needed not only at the national
| evel but also at the international |evel.

-- BERNAMA
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