24 FEB 2002
Abdul | ah- U ama
ABDULLAH: NATI ONAL ULAMA CONSULTATI VE COUNCI L ON THE CARDS

KUALA LUMPUR, Feb 24 (Bernama) -- The Governnent plans to establish a
Nati onal U ama Consultative Council to get views fromreligious scholars on
I slam Deputy Prime M nister Datuk Seri Abdul | ah Ahmad Badawi sai d today.

He said the matter was di scussed at the Umo suprene council neeting
whi ch he chaired on Friday.

He said Prime Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Mhathir Mohamad woul d be inforned
about the proposed council upon his return froma five-day working visit to
Britain.

Abdul | ah sai d ul ama who are credi bl e, know edgeabl e and with expertise
in certain fields would be invited to sit in the council

"When there is something that we need to be advised, we can consult the
ulama," he told reporters after attending a sacrificial ceremony in
conjunction with Hari Raya Aidil adha organi sed by the Ml aysian Islamc
M ssionary and Wel fare Organi sation at Sultan Sul ei man Cl ub here.

Abdul | ah said the council would not ignore or belittle the role or
conpete with the National Fatwa Council which is vested with powers to
i ssue edicts.

"This is not a council that will issue fatwas but its nenbers can give
views on problens we are facing now. If there are problens that require
fatwas, they will be referred to the fatwa council," he said.

Describing the idea to set up the council as an inportant approach,
Abdul | ah said Umo, including its president Dr Mahathir, had al ways
appreci ated and val ued contributions fromul ama.

"Umo, its |leaders and nenbers are ulama-friendly and have al ways
val ued the contributions of ulama. W have al ways sought views from ul ama
on many i nmportant issues involving the umah.

"As such, Umo feels it is better if the approach can be
institutionalised and be continued as an official channel by setting up the
Nati onal U ama Consultative Council," he said.

Asked whet her ulama from PAS would be invited to sit in the council, he
said ulama who are credible and inpartial in their views would be wel cone
to be menmbers of the council.

Uama with political inclinations would be biased in the views, he
added.
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