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PM Wiren will decide future of the country

Ram an Sai d; Chok Suat Ling

KUALA LUMPUR, Sun. - Datuk Seri Dr Mahat hir Mhanmad today said the future
of the country will be determ ned nore by wonmen who have denonstrated
their ability to outshine men in many fields.

Paying tribute to Mal aysi an wonen at a gathering to mark Wnen's Day,
the Prime Mnister said in universities, 70 per cent of students were
femal e.

He said nore wonen were al so being appointed to senior government
positions such as secretaries-general. The Governnent recognised the role
pl ayed by wonen as evident fromthe creation of a separate mnistry to
| ook into wonen's affairs.

However, Dr Mahathir said the CGovernnent was concerned about the future
role of men and wonen in devel oping the country, especially in the era of
know edge and i nformation technol ogy.

He felt that both sides should shoul der the responsibilities together
saying this could only happen if the nen were not left too far behind.

The Governnent al so did not want to see a troubled society as a result
of devel opment .

"While we want wonen to work and contribute to the country, we al so want
the task of raising children and inculcating themw th values be given
priority. Whnen play an inportant role in the building of a happy famly

"W have heard of the many social ills affecting our children, partly
due to a lack of parental attention. This is the danger of a nodern
soci ety where both parents are working.

"This is the dilema we face: do we revert to the tinme where wonen take
charge in the upbringing of children? But if we do so, we will lose out in
terns of manpower and conpetitiveness."

Dr Mahathir admtted the best solution had yet to be found

He urged non-governmental organisations to seriously |ook into finding
ways of striking a bal ance between building a happy famly and wonen
hel ping to devel op the country.

He said societies which marginalised their women would be I eft behind
conpared wi th those which provided anple opportunities for the fairer sex
to succeed.

"In some countries where wonen are segregated and victim sed, they
remai n under - devel oped with peace difficult to attain.”

In Mal aysia, with wonmen maki ng up hal f the popul ation, Dr Mahathir said
the country's manpower woul d be reduced if wonen were denied the chance to
wor K.

"As a result, we would becone weaker conpared with countries that do not
negl ect their women.

"They play an inportant role and this is a fact that we have to
recogni se. Therefore, do not belittle the contributions of wonen," he said
to thunderous appl ause fromthe 15, 000-strong crowd.

At a Press conference later, Dr Mahathir said besides finding the
reasons behi nd the poor academ c perfornmance of nmale students, the
Government could only notivate themto excel

"We cannot give them sonething extra when the femal es do not get
anything extra," he said when asked on steps to be taken by the Governnment
to correct the inbalance in the nunber of femal e and nal e under gr aduat es
in universities.

Dr Mahathir also said as many nothers were now worki ng, teachers at



school s played a bigger part in noulding children

"But this responsibility should not be left to noral and religious
teachers alone. Al teachers have to play their role.”

Dr Mahathir said unfortunately, there were teachers who failed to
di scharge their responsibilities.

On the teaching of Science and Mat hematics in English next year, Dr
Mahat hir said the Government was goi ng ahead w th preparations although
public feedback was still being sought.

He said if no major problemwas encountered, the plan would be
i npl enent ed al t hough sone changes m ght be made.

"We are making progress. W are listening to views of the people. W are
very denocratic. We don't force things on them we listen to them and we
find the best solution eventually."

Dr Mahathir said the nove was not about teachers' ability to teach the
two subjects in English as they would act nore as facilitators.

VWhen pointed out that sone rural schools were not equi pped with
conputers, Dr Mahathir said all would be provided with adequate
facilities.

On possi bl e changes to the Governnent's current policies on |anguage in
future, Dr Mahathir said the Governnent wanted the people to | earn Bahasa
Mal aysi a because it was the national |anguage.

"Everybody must | earn Bahasa Ml aysia. (But) people nmust al so be fluent
in English. W have al ways sai d Bahasa Mal aysia is the national |anguage
and English the second | anguage.

"But many | earn Bahasa Mal aysia only and negl ect English, so rmuch so
that we now find our people unable to argue and debate with others.™

To a question on the recurrence of haze following forest fires in
Kal i mantan, Dr Mahathir said one had to understand the problens faced by
I ndonesi a.

"They do not have much funds to fight the fires. They have problens and
other things to attend to, and we have to understand their position."

Dr Mahathir said the Government was |ooking into creating rain to reduce
t he haze.

Meanwhi | e, Deputy Educati on M nister Datuk Abdul Aziz Shansuddin said a
third of the ministry's officers were working “day and night' to prepare
materials for the teaching of the two subjects in English next year

"OF our 273,000 enpl oyees, 100,000 are involved in preparations,” he
said after |aunching an education portal at the Subang Jaya Vision Schoo
conpl ex.

He said consultants fromBritain would be brought in to supervise the
teaching of the two subjects.
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