06/ 11/ 2002

Hearing deferred as Buniyamin is il

KOTA BARU, Tues. - Buniyam n Yaacob, who is facing a crimnal defamation
charge over his allegation that Datuk Seri Dr Mhathir Mhamad had wat ched
a pornographic video with his grandchildren, was taken ill in the mdst of

today's hearing, pronpting the Sessions Court to abruptly end the threeday
pr oceedi ngs.

Judge Azman Abdul | ah deferred hearing to Dec 28 for four days, follow ng
a request by defence counsel Karpal Singh

The 56-year-old forner Bachok MP, a diabetic who is also suffering from
a kidney ailnent, had to be assisted inside.

Thr oughout the one-hour proceedi ngs, Buniyam n was seen drooping, wth
hi s head supported by a wal king stick and both his eyes shut.

Deputy Public Prosecutor Nordin Hassan requested that hearing be stood
down. At that juncture, Berita M nggu editor Zainuddin Ayip, the third
prosecuti on witness, had just taken the w tness stand.

Nordi n and Karpal then entered Azman's chanbers.

VWhen court resumed, Karpal requested a postponenent as his client was
not in a condition to continue.

He said his client was schedul ed to undergo haenodi al ysi s treatnent
t onor r ow.

Buni yam n, who is from Kanpung Bel ukar in Gunung, Bachok, is alleged to
have conmtted the of fence during a ceramah at Pusat Tarbiyah Islamyah in
Pengkal an Chepa between 10pm and 11. 30pm on March 15.

At today's proceedi ngs, Nordin was assisted by Dzul ki fli Ahmad and Azm
Ariffin while Karpal was assisted by Rankarpal Singh. Lawer Wan Jawahir
Harun hel d a watching brief for Kel antan Pas.

Earlier, while Berita Harian reporter Kadir D koh, the second witness,
was gi ving evidence based on his article published in Berita M nggu on
July 15 | ast year, Karpal and Nordin were involved in an argunent on
whet her Dr Mahat hir should be called as a w tness.

Duri ng exam nation-in-chief, Kadir told the court that he covered a
Press conference by Dr Mahathir after the 2002 pre-Budget dial ogue in
Putrajaya on July 14 | ast year, when the Prinme M nister expressed his
concern over the w despread distribution of pornographic videos, their
effects on society and that even kindergarten children had access to them

Just as Kadir had conmpleted reading the article under the headi ng
"Masyar akat Bi nbang" to the court, Karpal stood up, saying the evidence
was i nadm ssible as it was hearsay.

"Dr Mahathir should be called as a witness, only then is it adnmissible,"
he said, adding that the prosecution should tell the court if Dr Mahathir
was on the list of wtnesses.

Nordin, neanwhile, said that section 81 of the Evidence Act on the
geuni neness of newspapers and their contents all owed newspaper reports to
be adm tted as evi dence.

He also said it was the discretion of the prosecution who to call as a
Wi t ness.

"The hearing is still at its prelimnary stage and the prosecution does
not know yet if the Prine Mnister will be called to testify. Let's wait
until the end of the prosecution when the case has been established," he
sai d.

Besi des the two wi tnesses, the court also heard testinony by Kemubu
Agricul ture Devel opment Authority agriculture assistant Kamarul Baharin



Awang, the person who | odged a report agai nst Buniyam n at the Pengkal an
Chepa police station on July 30, over the alleged crimnal defamation
agai nst Dr Mahathir.

Kamarul Baharin said nobody instructed himto | odge the police report.
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