21/ 03/ 2002
Prinme Mnister has a hectic schedul e in Pol and

Syed Nadzri

DATUK Seri Dr Mahat hir Mhamad's whirlwi nd tour of the north eastern part
of Europe enters its last, but hardly the |least inportant, |eg today when
he arrives for a three-day official visit to Pol and.

The Prime Mnister is set to send officials in his del egation scurrying
to keep pace because, like during his stops in Russia and Germany earlier
in the week, a hectic progranme awaits.

By conparison, Poland may not measure up in size to Russia and Ger many
or be as famliar with Malaysians. After all, there are only five
Mal aysi ans anong the 40 million popul ation of Poland, a figure confirnmed
by Mal aysi a's anbassador to Pol and, Datuk Ng Bak Hai

But the fact is that this is by all accounts an official visit, the
first by a Ml aysian head of governnent to the former Eastern Bl oc
country.

And by doing so, Dr Mahathir, who will be acconpanied by a 60-strong
del egation of Governnent officials and busi nessnmen, will open the door of
opportunity for both sides to explore the vast potential ahead.

At the last count, trade between the two countries totalled about RML
billion but the potential can never be underestimted considering that
Pol and is an energing market after the fall of Conmmuni sma decade ago.

Three senior Mnisters are in the delegation - Defence M nister Datuk
Seri Najib Tun Razak, Foreign Mnister Datuk Seri Syed Ham d Al bar and
International Trade and Industry Mnister Datuk Seri Rafidah Aziz -
together with Sarawak Chief Mnister Tan Sri Abdul Tai b Mahmud.

Just after he arrives fromBerlin this norning, an official welcome wll
be accorded to Dr Mahathir at the office of Polish Prime Mnister Leszek
Mller followed by a del egati on neeting.

Dr Mahathir will also call on Polish president Al eksander Kwasni ewski .

Dr Mahathir will next speak at a business |uncheon followed by a visit
to an arnmoured brigade headquarters on the outskirts of Warsaw to see a
denonstrati on of Polish-made T-91 battle tanks Malaysia is interested in
buyi ng.
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