22/ 09/ 2002

Hel p single nothers to buy houses, State Governnents told

KOTA KI NABALU, Sat. - The Wnen and Family Devel opment M nistry hopes
State Governnents will consider the plight of single nothers who earn | ess
than RMb0O0 a nmonth by giving thempriority to own | ow cost hones.

M ni ster Datuk Seri Shahrizat Abdul Jalil said one of the main
conpl aints received fromsingle nmothers who did not earn much was their
inability to purchase houses.

"State Governments shoul d take heed of this. Inplenentation on the
ground should be smooth to enable single nothers to own | ow cost houses,"
she sai d.

Shahri zat was reacting to Prinme Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir
Mohamad' s 2003 Budget speech yesterday that priority would be given to
single nmothers with an incone of |ess than RM600 to own | ow cost houses.

Speaking to reporters at the National Popul ation and Fam |y Devel opnent
Board (Sabah branch) office at Jal an Tuaran here today, Shahrizat said the
Government's decision to increase paternity |leave for male civil servants
fromthree days to seven days should al so be | auded.

She said the ministry al so wel comed the suggestion to provide civil
servants with three days unrecorded | eave to take care of famly nmenbers
during the dem se of their inmediate fam |y nmenbers.

On the "Fam |y First Programe: Bring Your Heart Hone" |aunched to
enable all quarters to foster awareness on the inportance of the fanmly
institution, Shahrizat said the private sector must stop view ng the
famly issue as a "soft issue.™

"The private sector should organise activities for famlies. Wen an
enpl oyee is happy with his famly, it will increase productivity at the
wor kpl ace, " she sai d.

Shahri zat al so touched on the need for wonen to take advantage of
various allocations provided to other mnistries under next year's budget.
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