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Hel pi ng to share our experience

Debor ah Loh

KUALA LUMPUR, Fri. - The United Nations Devel opnent Programmre can

conpl ement Sout h- Sout h co-operation programes initiated by Ml aysia, UNDP
resi dent co-ordinator for operations here Maxi ne O son said.

A son, who earlier today presented her credentials to Prime Mnister
Datuk Seri Dr Mahat hir Mhamad in Putrajaya, said UNDP offices in Africa
could benefit from Mal aysia's experience in devel opnent.

"Mal aysia is seen as a very positive exanple for African countries.
UNDP, with offices both here and there, is in a good position to
facilitate South-South co-operation,” she told the New Straits Tinmes in an
interview

"It is difficult for project officers com ng here from another country
to translate what they see here into reality in their own countries.

"Such devel opment requires sustained contact and that's where UNDP can
hel p. We can reinforce the progranmes Ml aysia has already started.”

A son said she di scussed Sout h-South co-operation with Dr Mahathir
today. "He is a trenendous proponent of it," she said.

Mal aysi a has already initiated such co-operation, including the Langkaw
I nternational D al ogue.

A son is UNDP resident representative for Ml aysia, Singapore and
Brunei. She was appointed to the post about six nonths ago.

UNDP wor ks with Governments worl dwi de on various areas including health,
i nformati on comuni cation technol ogy and environnent.

A son said the UNDP woul d focus on information and comuni cation
t echnol ogy, environnent and H V/ Al DS i ssues here.

On ICT, she said the UNDP would study how it could inprove the quality
of life and expand ICI's reach to rural areas.

Di scussions with the National |Information Technol ogy Council had
started, and O son said she was keen to | earn nore about the Miltinedia
Super Corridor to see if the UNDP could hel p.

On the environnent, A son said the issues included biodiversity and
renewabl e energy fromoil pal mwaste.

UNDP was al so working on raising awareness about H V/ AIDS and outreach
to AIDS victins.

O son said that in devel opment, people should al ways cone first.
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