22/ 12/ 2002
“Make fatherhood courses conpul sory'

S. Shankar
PENANG, Sat. - The National Popul ation and Fam |y Devel opnent Board has
proposed that fatherhood courses be nade conpul sory.

Board chairman Datin Paduka Zal eha |Ismail said a proposal would be
submtted to Prime Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir Mhanad.

A recent survey by the board showed that wonen far outnunbered nen at
courses related to parenthood.

"It seens to be the norm anong our nen that the wonmen shoul d know nore
about famly values than them" she said.

Even fat herhood courses, she said, were usually attended by nore wonen
t han nen.

"I'f we make it conpulsory for nen to participate, then courses on
strengt hening marriage such as the Bahtera Kasih programe will be a nmajor
success, " she said after launching the "Inportance of Fam |y" carnival at
t he Penang International Sports Arena in Relau today.

Present were Penang Culture, Arts, Tourism and Wnen's Devel opnent
Conmi ttee chai rman Dat uk Kee Phai k Cheen, Penang |sland Muni ci pal
Counci |l  or Wng Mun Hoe, carnival organising commttee co-chairman Datuk
Ham d Araby Ml Salleh and Datin Jam | ah Mohd Zain, the wife of Deputy
Chief Mnister Datuk Dr Hilm Yahaya.

Proceeds fromthe carnival will be given to the Single Mdther Children's
Educati on Fund, Balik Pul au Haenodi alysis Centre's fund and SJK (T)

Subr amani ye Bar at hee buil di ng fund.
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