04 JAN 2002
Khal ed- Housi ng
PWD HAS COVPLETED 90 PERCENT OF TEACHERS HOUSI NG PROJECT

KUALA LUMPUR, Jan 4 (Bernama) -- The Public Wirks Departnent (PWD) has
conpl et ed about 90 percent of the 10,376 units of teachers quarters it was
asked to build by the Educati on Mnistry.

"Actual ly, the PWD has conpl eted 90 percent of the teachers housing
(project) it was assigned by the Education Mnistry,"” Deputy Wrks M ni ster
Mohd Khal ed Nordintold reporters at the mnistry's Aidilfitri gathering
her e t oday.

He said this when asked to comrent on newspaper reports today which
clained that the PWD had conpl eted only 51.3 percent or 5,327 units of
teachers quarters it was supposed to build as at | ast Decenber.

He conceded that the teachers housing project was behi nd schedul e but
it was because the PWD received the work directive | ate.

Asked on reports that a magjority of the 50,000 lorries for hire were
avoi di ng the North-South Expressway because of the 10 percent toll hike
fromJan 1 this year, he said the toll increase had been approved and t he
gover nment woul d not exenpt themfrompayi ng the newrates.

He said they were free to use trunk roads if they were not willing to
pay toll for a snoother ride

Pan Mal aysia Hired Lorry Omers Associ ation president Er Swee See said
yesterday that lorries would only use the highway i f consi gnors were
willing to bear the toll charges.

Er urged the mnistry and the hi ghway concessionaire to consi der
exenpting lorry operators fromthe toll increase

Asked i f the transportation of goods woul d be adversely affected if
lorry operators decided to stay away fromthe hi ghway, he said this should
not be the case because t he government regul arly upgraded ot her roads.

He al so said the nministry had spent the entire RMBOO nmillion allocated
toit under the RMA. 3 billion econom ¢ stimulus package announced by Pri nme
M ni ster Datuk Seri Dr Mahat hir Mohanmad | ast year

The al | ocation was used for building industrial roads, upgrading
federal buil dings and governnent quarters and repl aci ng machi nery, he sai d.
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