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Mahat hi r - DPM
PM HAPPY W TH DPM S PERFORMANCE VWHI LE HE WAS ON LEAVE

SEPANG, Feb 28 (Bernama) -- Prime Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Mhathir
Mohamad t oday expressed happi ness with the performance of his deputy Dat uk
Seri Abdul | ah Ahmad Badawi while he was on a one-nonth | eave overseas.

"I amvery glad. This goes to showthat this country can be managed
because the systemhas been put in place. The policy has been put in place.
It's not due to any one individual including nyself," he said.

He sai d Abdul | ah had done very well in his absence, conducting cabi net
neetings, nmeetings of UVNO and everything el se.

"(Abdul  ah ) never consulted nme once, did not bother ne. |'mvery
happy, no phone call," he told reporters on arrival at KL Internationa
Airport's Bunga Raya Conpl ex this evening.

Asked i f he was goi ng to announce a cabi net reshuffle soon, as this had
been done before by Dr Mahathir upon returning froma |l ong | eave, he said:
"Yes, you (the journalist asking the question) can apply anytinme".

When asked whet her he had been inspired to fill the post of Finance
M ni ster held by hi mpresently when he was at the Antarctica, the Prine
M nister said: "The situation there was too cold. | could not think

properly in that condition."

Dr Mahat hir assuned the post of Finance M nister when Tun Dai m
Zai nuddi n st epped down fromthe post on June 1. Dr Mahathir had announced
t hen t hat he was hol ding the post only tenporarily until sormeone el se was
appoi nt ed.

Speaki ng about the Antarctica, the Prime M nister said Mal aysi a had
carried out research there since 1999 where t he New Zeal and and Australian
facilities were used by Mal aysi an researchers.

"But | took along scientists during my trip to the Antarctica and they
feel that there are other fields that Ml aysia shoul d concentrate on
al t hough we are a tropical country. We shoul d know about the origins of the
Antarctica and the regi me that shoul d be foll owed by the Antarctica,” he
sai d.

Dr Mahat hir said Mal aysia did not want to see anyone exploiting the
resources in the Antarctica to the extent of polluting the world.

"W feel that there should not be any attept at producing oil or any
other rawnaterials in the Antarctica," he said.

He said Mal aysi a shoul d be involved in research carried out in the
Antarctica because it was found that only the devel oped countries were
i nvol ved i n managi ng t he adm ni stration of the Antarctica and the interests
of the devel opi ng nati ons were not gi ven due consideration
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