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MALAYSI A MAY GRANT HONORARY CI Tl ZENSHI P TO FORElI GNERS, SAYS MAHATHI R

SUBANG JAYA, Cct 10 (Bernamm) -- Datuk Seri Dr Mhathir Mohanmad sai d
today the government nmay grant honorary citizenship to foreigners who w sh
to come and work in Mal aysi a.

The prime mnister said this was in recognition of their contribution
to the Mal aysi an econony.

"Many countries confer citizenships to sonme people who are contributing
to their well-being, so we are thinking about doing the sane," he told
reporters after opening the "Learning fromKorea' seninar at the Sunway
Convention Centre, here.

Dr Mahathir said many foreigners liked to stay in Ml aysia sinply
because they |liked the place.

Asked when the policy would be inplemented, the prime minister said the
government was still studying the matter.

"l don't know whether we need to have sone amendnent to the | aw or
not, but we have to nmake provisions," he said.

Asked if the honorary citizenship would al so be given to those who
contributed in non-economc fields, Dr Mahathir said the government m ght
exercise flexibility on this.

"W can be flexible, we see whether people can do sonething that is
good for Mal aysia," he said.

Currently Mal aysia allows selected foreigners to stay in this country
for up to two years under the Silver Hair programe.

"Even here we do allow people to get permanent resident (status) if
they invest a certain anobunt of noney," he said, referring to the practice
in sone other countries.

To a question, Dr Mahathir said Malaysia's proposal to grant honorary
citizenship was different fromAustralia' s mgration progranme.

The governnent has al so not thought about inposing any quota on the
nunber of foreigners to be granted the honorary citizenship, he said.

The prime mnister brought up this subject when responding to a
question fromthe floor during a dial ogue session at the seninar.

A partici pant had asked whet her the governnment woul d be nore responsive
in giving permanent resident status to Korean busi nessnen who were
interested to stay and work i n Ml aysi a.

In his reply, Dr Mahathir said Mal aysia was prepared to study
i ndi vi dual cases and would admt people if there was nerit.

"Of course we would be very greatful and be nore responsive if people
cone in here with sonething to offer," he said

Mal aysi a al ways wel coned any foreigners who wi shed to cone here and
start business together with the | ocal people, he added.
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