22/ 01/ 2002
H shammuddi n sl ans MAAU for nenp to PM

S. Sel vam

SPORTS M ni ster Datuk H shamuddi n Hussein, irked by the Ml aysi an AAU for
sendi ng a nenorandumto Prine Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Mhathir Mhanad, has
an advice for them- go through the proper channels.

"I'f they cannot understand the rules and regul ati ons, as provided for by
the Sports Devel opment Act 1997, how can the adm ni strators of MAAU run
t he organi sation?" H shammuddi n asked.

"They (MAAU) are entitled to send the nenorandumto the Prine Mnister
In fact, he listens and receives all kinds of nenoranduns.

"But as far as | am concerned, everything has been done in accordance
with the law and if the MAAU | eadershi p cannot understand that, how can
they run the organisation," asked H shamuddi n after opening the Mbtor
Sports Convention in Kuala Lunpur yesterday.

As such, H shammuddi n has advi sed MAAU to study the Act and follow the
proper channels to solve the current predicanent faced by the bel eaguered
associ ati on.

The MAAU sent the nmenmorandumto the Prime Mnister's office in Putrajaya
yest er day.

MAAU, under Section 20 of the Act, is facing suspension or
deregi stration by the Sports Comm ssioner as the Sports Mnistry attenpts
to put athletics back on track again.

After the dismal showing in |ast Septenber's Sea Games, and nore
importantly, the intense politicking and nud slinging anong its officials
and with the National Sports Council, a Task Force was set up to find a
cure for the ailing sport.

And fromits findings, Sports Comm ssioner Datuk Mahamad Zabri Mn is
| ooking at two options - suspension or deregistration

"I have been informed by the Sports Conmi ssioner that MAAU will be
i ssued a show cause letter today (yesterday). This is provided for in the
Act and they have two weeks to explain why they should not be suspended or
deregi stered,” said H shanmuddi n.

"The Sports Mnistry has strictly adhered to the policies and provisions
provided for in the Act and |I've not been hasty or inpartial in ny
deci sions."

H shanmuddi n, however, added that at this stage (show cause letter), he
is not involved in the process as all the correspondence goes through the
Sports Conmi ssi oner

"At this stage, I'mnot involved but MAAU can forward their appeal once
a deci sion has been made."

On his advice to Zabri to postpone the MAAU bi ennial general neeting on
Feb 24, H shammuddin said that the majority of the conplaints on MAAU have
been in the electoral process, hence his advice to Zabri

"Alot of the issues raised have been pertinent to the el ectoral process
and how it is manipulated to put certain officials in office.

"As such, it will be prudent on the part of MAAU to postpone their BGMV
And we would like to resolve the problens in MAAU once and for all."

And it | ooks as though the show cause letter is a nere formality before
a decision is made to suspend or deregi ster MAAU
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