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PM t hankful to all who have supported BN

FULL transcript of Prime Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Mahat hir Mhanmad' s Press
conference in Alor Star.

Q Looking at the support shown to you after returning to Kedah, how do
you feel?

A: I'mthankful. Normally when soneone remains in office too |ong,
peopl e start to detest or beconme bored with that person. However, it
doesn't look that way and 1'mglad. | would also like to thank all ny

supporters in Kubang Pasu, Kedah and the whole country. Actually the
strength of the Governnent depends on such support. The Governnent al so
gains legitimacy if there is strong support. Wthout the people's support,
we cannot forman authoritative Governnment which can devel op the country.
That is why the people's support is invaluable and I'mthankful to all who
have supported Barisan Nasional and al so ne since 1974.

Q It's very clear the people in Kubang Pasu support you and want you to

remain. They want to hear it fromyou to say you'll remain even after the
next general election.

A: After the general election | won't know but I know I'Ill remain until
| finish my term Wien there is a general election then we'll think about
it. There is still a lot of tine.

Q WIIl you lead BN in the next general election?

A | don't knowif I'Il |ead. Wioever is the |eader at that time wll
lead but 1'Il work to ensure BN gets a resounding victory.

Q Datuk Seri, you've indicated Datuk Seri Najib Razak coul d be the next
Deputy Prine Mnister. Does it nean that Najib is the person of your
choi ce as Deputy Prinme Mnister and Deputy Umo President?

A In Umo's system when the president wthdraws, his replacement wll
become acting president ... That is at Umo's |level. At the Governnent
| evel, when the Prime Mnister wi thdraws, the person who | eads the bi ggest
party, that is Barisan Nasional, will become the Prime Mnister. So, when
I withdraw Pak Lah will becone the Prinme Mnister

It is up to Datuk Seri Abdullah to formthe Governnent, to choose his
Cabinet. Wth regard to the (Umo) Deputy President, that will be decided
by the party. But whoever is chosen by Pak Lah as Deputy Prine M nister
usual | y becones the acting Deputy President. That was what happened to ne
and | amconfident that this practice is good. | was only inplying that
maybe Najib could beconme deputy when | withdraw. But this would depend on
Pak Lah as the Prinme Mnister to choose who will becone his deputy.

Q Are you endorsing Najib as the Deputy Prime Mnister?

A: Let's say | have no objections.

Q Wuuld you make it known to Umo nenbers that you have no objections
to Najib being appointed as DPM?
- Vell, I"'mtelling you al ready.
Q Do you plan to appoint a Finance M nister?
A I'"'mthinking about it ... any applicants? ... W' Il consider
Q What about candi dates for the by-el ections?
A: W will announce when the tine cones. Now, we are eval uating.
Q How many candi dates are there in the proposed list?
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There are many ... 10,15, 20 people. If there are people interested,
can wite to ne.

Have you seen the list?

I have seen but | cannot reveal ... it's a party secret ... Pak Lah

th



wi | | make the announcenment. Whether | make or someone else, | nust sign
To give the credential to that person.

Q Back to Najib ... How do you think other Umo vice-presidents wll
react to this?
A: 1 don't know ... whoever is chosen, whether Najib or anybody, they

have given an undertaking there will be no (power) struggle.

Q Open endorsenent wouldn't it

A 1t's the same whether its open or close or whatever, they won't go
round trying to pull down each other

Q Howw Il the by-election result affect the next general election?

A Don't know ... but I amof the opinion that the rakyat now have
changed their stand. They are supporting Umo and the Government nore and
this woul d be seen everywhere

The effects of past events have gone because people who strongly opposed

us then have returned ... (they) no | onger oppose us and (they have)
returned to Umo and the Governnent because they now believe we do not
have any ill-intention

We only followed the country's |aws. They al ways demand we have rul e of
| aw but when the rule of lawis inposed on them they want this. This is

not right. I nyself will accept that |aws be inposed on nme if | had
contravened the laws. | will not evade because | amthe Prine Mnister or
anyt hi ng.

Q The Opposition may carry out a campaign to snmear you and Pak Lah
Whul d you take action and what is your advice to the el ection machinery so
that they will not becone enotional and regardi ng your trip to Bangkok
what do you hope to achi eve?

A Firstly, we want the BN canpaign to be orderly and according to our
culture. W do not like to see people hurling abuses to others, uttering
profanities, say bad things about other people or calling them nanes. That
will not be done by Umo and BN, we hope the Qpposition will also not do
that. W will contest in a gentlemanly manner and whoever the rakyat
choose, we will accept.

On the visit to Bangkok, it is a normal practice that once the Tha
Prime Mnister visits us, | will reciprocate the visit. W want to bring
closer our relations with Thailand. There are several mnor problens which
need to be resolved including the gas pipeline fromthe Joint Devel oprment
Area and al so to ensure co-operation under the | MIGT (Indonesi a- Mal aysi a-
Thail and Gowt h Triangle) franework becones nore effective and al so on
several other matters.

Q If you were to unpeg the ringgit, the ringgit will depreciate right
now. In your last 16 nonths in the Governnent, do you think you will make
some changes to the ringgit peg?

A: That shows that people were wong. Wen the value of the ringgit is
| ow, exchange rate high, people would ask to devalue the ringgit, now they
ask to increase it, if we follow other people's advice, it would becone
like a yo-yo. Up one nonent and down another monent. It would be difficult
for people to do business. That's why we are serious about our ringgit, we
had it pegged. If the valuesof other currencies increase, it is okay, we
can do business, our exports are still good.
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