11/ 10/ 2002
Honorary citizenship plan for foreigners

Ram an Sai d

PETALI NG JAYA, Thurs. - The Government is considering conferring honorary
citizenship on foreigners, especially those with expertise and skills that
can speed up the country's devel opment, Datuk Seri Dr Mhat hir Mhanad

sai d today.

The Prime Mnister said the Government wanted foreigners to work in
Mal aysi a and contribute to the econony.

He said citizenship would be a way to recognise their contributions to
Mal aysi a.

"Many countries have this programe, so we are thinking about doing the
sane," he told a Press conference after opening the "“Learning from Korea'
sem nar at the Sunway Convention Centre.

It is learnt that the Government's nove was pronpted by requests from
Sout h Korean and Japanese scientists to stay and work in Ml aysi a.

Dr Mahathir broached the citizenship subject when responding to a
guestion during a dialogue at the sem nar.

A participant, who has dealings with South Korean businessnen, said nany
of themwere interested in settling down in Malaysia. He wanted to know
whet her the Governnent was willing to give them permanent-resi dent status.

Dr Mahathir said Mal aysia was prepared to study individual cases and
those with nerit would be given PR

"OF course, we will be nore responsive if people cone in here with

sonmething to offer, like starting a small business with the people here.™
Asked when the policy would be inplenented, the Prime Mnister said, the
Government was still studying the matter.

"l don't know whether we need to have sone anendnent to the |law, but we
have to make provisions."

On whet her honorary citizenship would al so be granted to those who coul d
contribute in non-economc fields, he said, a degree of flexibility could
be exerci sed.

"We can be flexible and see whet her people can do sonething that is good
for Mal aysia."

At present, Dr Mahathir said, the Governnent all owed sel ected foreigners
to stay in the country under the Malaysia My Second Home Progranme
(formerly known as Silver Hair Programme).

Participants in the programme are given Social Visit Passes which do not
guarantee PR status. The pass is renewabl e every year.

Dr Mahathir said the Governnment had al so given PR status to foreign
busi nessmen with investnents in the country.

Asked whether a limt would be set on the nunber of honorary citizenship
reci pients, he said, the Governnent had not thought about it.

Dr Mahathir said the proposed honorary citizenship was different from
Australia's mgration programe.

He hinself had been conferred honorary citizenship of Turkmenistan in
1994, the Al banian city of Tirana in 1993 and the US city of Houston in
1978.

South Korea granted its Dutch football coach Guus Hiddink the country's
first honorary citizenship for the national team s renarkabl e performance
in the Wrld Cup, and the Canadi an House of Conmons has al so passed a
resol ution granting honorary citizenship to fornmer South African President
Nel son Mandel a.

Dr Mahathir was al so asked whet her the Government was able to sustain



the ringgit-US dollar peg which has been in place since Septenber 1998.
"Nobody is conpl aini ng, our econony is doing well, there is no ringgit
bl ack market. This shows the peg is good and accepted by all,"” he said.
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