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How terror war can be won

Abdul | ah Ahnad

| COULD imagine terrorists attacking anywhere but Bali. | had di sm ssed
the holiday paradise in ny mind as a potential target. How wong | turned
out to be.

Terrorismis nothing new. Around 70AD, a group of zealots in Palestine
formed the Sicarii, which attacked vacati on crowds. Assassins in ancient
Persia and Syria systematically killed political |eaders, always with a
dagger as part of a sacranental act. Political terrorism and
assassi nati ons were conmon in |ater periods too.

Until the causes of contenporary terrorismare renoved, it will be hard
to define a terrorist but define the word we nust. Sone say they are
freedomfighters (such as the Pal estinians and Irish Republicans). The
al Qaeda | atent troops want to encourage uprising; instead they have
triggered governnment suppression everywhere

Since the Sicarii, the scale of terror has been multiplied nany times by
noder n weaponry. But the ideol ogical aimof terrorismremains nuch the
same: to enable a minuscule mnority to take over a feeble mgjority by
causi ng di sruption, chaos and panic.

Suicide terrorismis also a nega hate crinme. My constant fear, as |I've
said before, is what to do when a terrorist group builds or acquires a
nucl ear weapon and the neans for its delivery. Only psychos hate for no
good reason. The type of hate that is volleyed at Anmerica and its rea
and purported | ackeys is organised and | ethally dangerous. It must be
addressed as part of a conprehensive solution to the problemof terrorism

Def eati ng and uprooting terrorismw |l be a |ong, w de-ranging and
arduous process, as the United States well knows. Mal aysia fought a
runni ng, 12-year-long, vicious war agai nst comuni st terrorismand we
pulled it off. It was a great feat. W'Il again overcone any form of
terror if the people are united and solidly behind the Governnent, not
ot herw se.

The conmuni st i nsurgency was a war, all right. But the first and best
thing the then col onial governnent did (followed by the rulers of
i ndependent Malaya in 1957) was to pretend it wasn't one. It was
euphem stically called an "Energency" (1948-60).

That kept insurance rates down and exports and inports, food and
supplies, flowing. Only on that basis could the hearts-and-m nds canpai gn
be won. People m ght not have been allowed to travel to "black areas" or
prohi bited districts, but they could get to work and back, do their
marketing and daily chores in well-policed safety.

In a rare display of grace under pressure right after the Sept 11
attacks, US President George W Bush exhorted his countrymen to do the
best they could to return to normality.

"The best way to fight terrorismis to not let terrorismintimdate
Amrerica,"” he told office workers in Washington. "W've all got a job to
do." Bravely, the American people rallied. Even the New York Stock
Exchange, defying economi c gravity, eventually went up.

The bi ggest challenge for governnents and internal security agencies
against terror is exactly that: to return people to everyday life, to get
t hem back to work, keep civil society functioning and the econony running.
The chal l enge is doubly great because of the physical inpossibility of
guardi ng every national at risk everywhere in the world.

The baseline facts of terrorismand its counternmeasures have not changed



since the Bali bonbing of Oct 12, nor even by the atrocities of Sept 11
Intelligence gathering may reveal selected danger areas, but the hard
truth about international terrorismis that it can expl ode anywhere - in
the US and Western Europe as easily as the recogni sed flashpoints of the
@il f region and, now, Southeast Asia.

I was thus not surprised when George Tenet, Director of the CIA told a
Congressi onal panel last week that the risk of a terror attack inside the
US was as grave now as it was "the sumrer before Sept 11".

In other words, the level of threat has not abated after the bonbing of
Af ghani stan, the secondnent of US troops in the Philippines, the setting
up of a Honeland Security departnment, the tightening of inmgration
regul ati ons and the scrutiny of shoes at US airports.

There are no easy answers in the fight against terror. A certain degree
of knee-jerk conpensation is pardonable in the aftermath of the nassacre
at Bali.

Even so, it would be foolish to try to nake up for an inability to
predict specific attacks by clanging alarmbells at every whisper of a
potential target.

Last week, Australia, Britain and New Zeal and, whose nationals probably
constituted nost of the nearly 200 victins in the Kuta beach bonbi ng,
cl ai med "di sturbing new evidence" of nore terrorist threats and told their
nationals to | eave I ndonesia. Australians, who hadn't thought of
t hensel ves as deserving of hatred as the Americans in spite of their
active support for the US-1ed war on terror, were warned about Brunei
Canbodi a, Laos, Mal aysia, the Philippines and Si ngapore.

Sure. But why stop at the southern Pacific stonping grounds of the stil
nebul ous Jemmah | sl am yah? Wiy not Spain, France or Germany? O any place
el se where there are enough Muslins to organi se a prayer roonf
Overreaction of that sort would play handsonely into the hands of the
terrorists. Scarenpngering doesn't just frighten tourists and expatriates
but affects investnent and trade. Foreign investnment into the region is
expected to slow in the wake of the bonbing, though econom sts cannot yet
say by how nuch. Expectedly, the Jakarta stock exchange sank for a couple
of days before steadying.

The jitters also hit our stock market and Manila but the KLSE quickly
rebounded. Throughout all this, the note of calmdelivered by Prine
M ni ster Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir Mhanmad was striking. As the toll of
Kunpul an Mlitan Mal aysia arrests clinbed to 68, he told reporters in
India that Ml aysia had seen it all before and was not only confident of
its anti-terrorismnmeasures but prepared for the econom c consequences of
the funk of foreigners.

VWhoever the Bali bonbers were - and it is still unclear whether they
were Jemaah |slanmyah or al-Qaeda or separatist mlitias or hom cida
mani acs - the horror of the attacks has certainly shaken the world s nost
popul ous Muslimcountry out of its stupor

Mal aysi a, Singapore and the Philippines will be glad of Jakarta's
electrified resolve. Unlike Singapore, however, we have never so much as
expressed our official displeasure at our big neighbour's lack of action
W had to respect its government, society, politics, |aws and
sensitivities. W cannot expect sonmeone else to go after terrorists with
the sane dexterity until he finds simlar grounds to do so hinself.

Now t hat those grounds have been found, |ndonesia, a poor country spread
over thousands of islands, deserves support. The worst thing the West can
do is to spread panic and undermne its Governnent's capacity to ensure
the country's security.

Instead of turning the entire region into a war zone, the Wst shoul d
rebui | d confidence and encourage the political stability and economc



growmh that are the only antidote for the poison of extrem st terrorism
Presi dent Megawati Sukarnoputri shoul d be hel ped, not deri ded.

So there it is: Fighting terrorismrequires equally tough and courageous
met hods to prevent panic, bring back normality and secure peace. That is
partly why Washington's imrnent attack on Iraq is so ill-advised and ill-
timed. It is an unwarranted and counterproductive deviation fromthe main
thrust. It won't curb terrorismbut is likely to inflame nore fanatica
woul d-be martyrs into joining the anti-American cause.

As if to reinforce that point, a series of al-Qaeda-linked attacks,

i ncluding the bombing in Indonesia, were carried out in the very week that
Congress was gi ving Bush the authorisation he sought to attack Iraq
unilaterally. | think it is time the US rethinks its priorities. |I'mglad
Bush is giving di pl onacy one nore chance to resolve the Iraq probl em

The US must be clearer on the concept that Islamis a tolerant, even
rel axed religion, had it not been hijacked by those who use its vitality
and youthful mlitancy to force changes of government.

Mlitant Islamis absolutely certain of the truth of the faith, and
believes that only it knows the gospel! Not all mlitant Islamsts are
terrorists or inclined that way. However, their objective is the same: the
establi shment of theocratic Islamc nations.

Like the mlitant Christians before them they are not going to soften
or be particularly tolerant. Make no mistake: they will never quit from
mental, spiritual and material strife until the totality of their version
of Islam governs the destinies of every Muslimor Mislimmajority nation

Al Ml aysians felt the shudder of the Bali blasts in our bones. It was
a rem nder that the Government must never conprom se with either extrem sm
or terrorism

Per haps concessi ons may be advisable in sone exceptional cases. Still,
bel i eve consi stent adjustment or indul gence on their account is destined
to claima higher toll in human life and will dimnish political will in
the [ ong run.

Conventional ly, a governnent facing a determned terrorist or extrem st
danger often opts for a hard-line policy: either the governnent defeats it
or it overthrows the governnent and hangs the | eadership and those in
cahoots with them
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