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H shanmuddi n: Workshop a success

Zakri Baharudin

THOUGH a one-day sem nar wasn't enough to cover all issues relevant to
formul ate Mal aysia's blueprint for notorsports devel opnent, Sports

M ni st er Datuk H shammuddi n Hussein rounded up quite an appl ause from
about 400 participants of the inaugural National Mtorsports Convention in
Kual a Lunpur yesterday.

"I refuse to close this convention because we've yet to achi eve our
objective,"” said H shamuddin at the end of the eight-hour sem nar, which
served as the first of a two-part National Convention.

"There's still a lot nore to be done and |I'm hoping that all of today's
participants will take part in various workshops to be set up by ny
Mnistry after this to address the various issues concerning all
not or sports disciplines.

"We hope to get valuable input fromthe international experts in the
second part of the Convention to be held before the Malaysian F1 GP in
March, and | hope the workshops would be done by then so that we can form
an effective masterpl an.

"I understand that Britain, despite having a flourishing notorsports
culture since 1906, are only starting to draw up their own bl ueprint.

"Despite being a newconer, | hope we can beat themto it."

Jointly organi sed by the Sports Mnistry, the Autonobile Association of
Mal aysi a (AAM) and Sepang International Crcuit (SIC), the Convention
di scussed issues with regards to karts, dirt bikes and circuit racing to
4x4 expeditions.

A total of 12 | ocal speakers delivered tal ks on the " Devel opnent of
Facilities', “Programmes, Activities and Tal ent Devel opnent' and
“Techni cal Devel opnent and the Role of NGGs.'

Among t hem were AAM presi dent Tunku Miudzaffar Tunku Miustapha, who spoke
on the Technical Devel opment of Mtorsports, Datuk Mkhzani Mhat hir
(Raci ng School Devel oprent), Mofaz president Mhaned Fauzy Hamid (The Need
to Devel op Facilities Fromthe Corporate Perspective), Datuk Razak Dawood
of Pert (Devel opnent of Mdtorsport Activities) and SIC s general manager
Ahmad Mustafa (Mdtorsport Facilities).

* SEPANG International Crcuit (SIC), the organi sers and pronoters of
the 2002 Petronas Malaysian F1 Grand Prix, will flag off the inaugural
Formul a Mal aysi a Chanpi onship (FMC), mnmeant to serve as a platformfor
young | ocal drivers to conpete and develop their talents.

Desi gned to support Malaysia's plan to produce future world class
drivers, the single-seater chanpionship will be open exclusively to |ocals
bet ween 16 and 25 years ol d.

Yest erday, SIC general manager Ahmad Miustafa said the six-round
chanpi onshi p woul d make its debut as the Support Race for the Ml aysia GP
on March 15-17.
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