22/ 09/ 2002

Honi ng basketball skills and pronmoting unity

KUALA LUMPUR, Sat. - School children in the Anpang Jaya constituency are
responding to the call by Prime Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Mahat hir Mhanmad
for excellence in sports in his Budget 2003 speech yesterday by taking an
active part in sporting activities.

In the | atest devel opnent, students from nine secondary schools in the
constituency will hone their basketball skills besides hel pi ng pronote
greater racial integration through the 3-on-3 basketball project.

MP for Ampang Jaya and Deputy Youth and Sports M nister Datuk Ong Tee
Keat | aunched the nulti-racial 3-on-3 basketball project at Sekol ah
Menengah Pandan | ndah (SMPI) today.

"This pilot project will take eight nonths to conplete. The teans from
t he individual schools will then conpete in an inter-school tournanent.

"The tournament will be extended to all secondary schools in Sel angor
and subsequently all over the country in the next two years."

The tournanent, called the Piala Perpaduan Ong Tee Keat, is organi sed by
t he Anmpang Jaya Public Services Centre, Persatuan Sosial Titik Pertenuan
and Yayasan Bakti Nusa.

Ong said under the project, ex-national captains would conduct 3-on-3
clinics.

The schools will then forma basketball club and prepare teans for the
t our nament .

"The team nmust include at |east one non-Chi nese pl ayer."

He said the enphasis on the devel opnent of school sports activities in

the constituency was al so ainmed at conbating social ills.
Ong added that the Indah Sports project |aunched earlier this year at
SMPI to devel op badm nton, basketball, volleyball, athletics and table

tenni s anong students, was progressing well.
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