09/ 07/ 2002

Hadi : Don't cast doubts on Islanmic | aws

MENTERI Besar Datuk Seri Abdul Hadi Awang said the inplenmentation of hudud
woul d al l ow non-Muslins to appreciate the beauty of syariah |aws and the
essence of |slam

"Muslims should not worry if non-Mislimoffenders escape puni shment from
hudud as there would be justice fromGod in the hereafter.™

He said Miuslins should not cast doubts on Islamc |laws as those who did
so would be afflicted by a "spiritual disease”

"Being Muslins, it is required of themto have faith in God's justice in
the hereafter,” he said in his w nding-up speech

He said as prosecution under hudud required 100 per cent proof agai nst
of fenders, it was very difficult for anyone to be puni shed under the |aw.

"Even if there is a one per cent doubt, punishnment under hudud can no
| onger be inposed," he said.

He added that success of hudud woul d be nmeasured by a drop in crine rate
as the law instilled fear in potential offenders.

"The success of hudud will not be seen with the rise in the nunber of
anput ees. "

He said the State Covernnent had twice witten to Prime M nister Datuk
Seri Dr Mahat hir Mhanmad, asking for a neeting to discuss the matter but
had yet to get a response.

"Qur effort to arrange a neeting with Deputy Prinme M nister Datuk Seri
Abdul | ah Ahmad Badawi al so proved futile."

He said the State Government only wanted God's bl essings and not the
prai se of man when enacting syariah | aws.

Meanwhi | e, Education, Dakwah and Syariah Inplenentation Comrittee
chai rman Harun Taib, in his w nding-up speech, said the public had no
problemin accepting hudud.

"During the sem nars on hudud, | have not nmet any woman who has
expressed sorrow over its inplenentation

"Instead, they have all expressed their confidence that hudud woul d
bring better living conditions. Even Puteri Umo representatives who
attended our dial ogues said they were happy with our explanations."”

He al so refuted clains that Pas was inplenenting hudud to attract
support in the general election

"If that allegation is true, then the State Governnents ruled by Barisan
Nasi onal shoul d al so inpl enent hudud. "

He said the Pas State Covernnent has no intention to discrimnate
agai nst wonren t hrough hudud.

"Qur nothers, sisters, wives and relatives are also wonen."

Earlier, Rozali Mihammad (Pas-Pernmaisuri) while debating the Bill,
chal | enged the Qpposition to prepare its own hudud.

"The Qpposition clainms that our Bill is the Pas version of hudud. If
that is the case, then it should cone forward and prepare hudud as
stipulated in the Quran.”
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