01/ 11/ 2002
H shan: Split Youth from Sports Mnistry

S. Sel vam

LARUT Mat ang and Sel ama FA president Datuk Abdul |l ah H shan Hashim in a
bol d and radi cal nmove to inprove sports in the country, has appealed to
the Governnment to separate the duties and functions of the Sports M nister
fromthe Youth and Sports Mnistry.

In other words, Hishan believes the tinme has cone to have a minister
solely responsible for sports.

VWile realising the proposal nay come as a surprise and seen to be too
drastic, Hshan firmy believes it is necessary as the sports scenario in
the country has changed.

And it is time Malaysian sports officials and the government keep up
wi th the changing tines.

"I would like to appeal to our beloved Prinme Mnister Datuk Seri Dr
Mahat hi r Mohamad and the Governnent to consider separating the two
responsibilities - youth and sports,” said H shan when net at Balai Berita
i n Bangsar yesterday.

H shan, on behal f of LSMFA, presented a cheque for RVb, 000 to the two
16-year-olds who will be leaving for trials with English Prenm er League
club Birm ngham City.

Bot h pl ayers, Zaidi Sansuddin and Noor Amin O hman, were identified and
sel ected fromthe Ken Barnes Soccer Skills programme.

"It istine to have a Sports Mnistry by itself and a mnister to run
it," said Hi shan

"Ti mes have changed and a |l ot of things need to be done to inprove and
el evate the standard of sports in the country.

"Sports today is being used to attract tourists. There is also high
performance sports and sports for all. As such, the responsibilities and
area governing sports has grown bigger," added Hi shan

H shan, however, acknow deged that the proposal will come under severe
criticismbut said it was tine to do sonething bol d.

"And with due respect to the Sports Mnister's comments, | feel that the
time has come to limt the termof office bearers as well,"” said H shan

"Results can be taken into consideration but what if the | eaders had
i nherited the players but have neglected to devel op the sport at the
grassroots?"

Sports M ni ster Datuk H shammuddi n Hussein, on Monday, said he was not
in favour of Iimting the termof office bearers in the respective sports
associ ati ons.

He al so said that results were the best way to judge the success and
performance of an association and its | eadership.

But Hi shan believes it is inperative that sports associations and its
| eaders are judged by the devel opnent programmes inplenented right down to
school and district |evels.

"What do we desire? Results, yes but nore inportantly, what we want is
consi stent results. We also need the districts and States to churn out a
steady stream of talent for the respective national associations.

"If all this is in place, then we can say that the | eader or |eaders
have done a good job," said H shan

H shan, who has turned LMSFA froma debt-ridden club to a financially
sound associ ation, believes in |eadership by exanple.

In fact, LMSFA has already incorporated the clause to limt the term of
its office bearers, nanely the president to two terns of two years.



And Hi shan believes four years is enough time to develop the sport and
put the programmes in place.

"If at all there is a need to retain the president, a clause can be
added into the constitution. As long as two thirds of the majority in an
extraordi nary general neeting (EGY) agree, allow the president to stay on
for a final third term

"Or after a certain period is over, refer the case to the Sports
Conmi ssioner to decide if that |eader should stay on, but for only another
term

"But after that, he or she has to go."

* The Ken Barnes Soccer Skills Programre is sponsored by the National
Sports Council, MIlo, Bata, Admral, and F&N Coca Cola. The New Straits
Times is the official newspaper.
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