05 OCT 2002
Pal esti ne
M SI A REGRETS US MOVE TO RECOGNI SE JERUSALEM AS | SRAELI CAPI TAL

PUTRAJAYA, Cct 5 (Bernamm) -- Ml aysia regrets the United States'
provacative nove to recogni se Jerusalemas the Israeli capital at atine
when West is seized with tension, Foreign Mnister Datuk Seri Syed Ham d
Al bar sai d today.

Descri bing the nove as unwi se, he said the US shoul d consi der the
sensitivities of the Pal estinian people and the Miusli mas a whol e before
maki ng such a deci si on.

"Wth the Pal estine-lsrael conflict still unresolved, it (US) has
brought up another (issue), giving the inpressionthat it doesn't care
about the views of the Pal estinians and the Muslins," he told reporters
after the flagging off of the Pal estinian Humanitarian Run at Dataran
Putra, here.

The run, organi sed by the Ml aysi an Youth Foundation, was flagged of f
by Prine M nister Datuk Seri Dr Mahat hir Mhamad.

Syed Ham d said a notion on the protest of Ml aysians to the US nove
woul d be tabled at the Dewan Rakyat on Monday or Tuesday.

Syed Hami d said that although the notion woul d be tabl ed by an
opposition party, the governent was prepared to debate it if the House
al | oned a debate.

"And we will support it. This nove (to oppose the US decision) is not
party-based. It's the voi ce of the Mal aysi an peopl e who are uneasy with the
action taken," he said.

Syed Ham d said that Muslins in general should rise and voi ce out their
obj ections to Washi ngton' s nmove whi ch had i gnored their views.

Presi dent George W Bush was reported to have signed | egi sl ati on Monday
which required his admnistrationto identify Jerusalemas Israel's
capital.

Umo Yout h | eader Datuk H shamuddi n Tun Hussei n, who was al so present
at the run, told reporters that although the USwas trying to drawthe
world' s attentiontothe lraqgi issue, theinternational comunity should
not forget the oppression of the Tel Aviv regi ne on the Pal esti ni ans.
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