19 MAR 2002
Mar a- Bavari a
M SI A SHOULD SEND MORE STUDENTS TO GERMANY, SAYS M NI STER

By: Abdul Miin Abdul Mijid

MUNI CH, March 19 (Bernama) -- Ml aysi an students shoul d be encouraged
to further their studies in Gernmany to take advantage of its excellent
practical study approach, Entrepreneur Devel opment M nister Datuk Seri
Mohaned Nazri Aziz said.

He said that despite the strong econom c and techni cal cooperation with
Germany, only a very small nunber of Mal aysi an students had benefitted from
its good education system

"Latest statistics that we have show that there are | ess than 150
Mal aysi an students currently studying in the whole of Germany," said
Mohaned Nazri at a records of cooperation signing cerenpbny between Mara and
t he Science, Technology and the Arts Mnistry of Bavaria here Mnday.

It was witnessed by Prime M nister Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir Mhamad who
is on athree-day official visit to Gernany.

The col | aborati on between the two parties paves the way for Mara to
send its top students to study at several technical universities in this
southern German state of sonme 12 million people.

Mohanmed Nazri said he instructed Mara to consider sending its top
students to study in Gernany following his visit to several universities
there in 2000 at the invitation of the German Agency for Techni cal
Cooper ati on.

Consequently, a preparatory programre was established in 2001 at the
Ger man- Mal aysi an Institute in Cheras to prepare qualified students for
engi neering studies in Bavari a.

The first batch of 45 students are expected here in Septenber next
year.

Mohaned Nazri told reporters covering Dr Mahathir's visit later that
studying in Gernmany i s cheaper conpared to certain other countries as there
is no need for students to pay tuition fees.

Meanwhi | e, Mara director-general Datuk Mohaned Mydi n Mohaned Sheriff
said five institutions of higher |earning had been identified so far for
t he purpose of sending Mara students to Bavari a.

He added that the nunber of students in |ater batches m ght be
i ncreased.

The docunent was i nked by Mohanmed Nazri on behal f of Mara and Bavari an
Sci ence, Technol ogy and the Arts Mnister Hans Zehetmair.
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