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Azi z- US
M SI AN GOVT W LL CONTI NUE SENDI NG STUDENTS TO STUDY | N US, SAYS AZ| Z

MR, Sept 24 (Bernama) -- The governnent will continue to sponsor
students to study in the United States despite increasing pressure to send
them el sewhere follow ng stringent conditions inposed by US authorities in
approvi ng student visas, Deputy Education M nister Datuk Abdul Aziz
Shanmsuddi n sai d t oday.

He said the governnent had not deci ded whether to stop sending students
to the US but governnent-sponsored students have the option to study
el sewhere.

"W have many alternatives. Qur students can study in Ukraine, New
Zeal and, Australia, China and even Russia," he told reporters after opening
an i nternational conference on higher education jointly organi sed by the
Sar awak Devel opnent Institute and Mri branch of the Curtin University of
Technol ogy Sarawak (CUTS)

The three-day conference is attended by nore than 150 acadenici ans from
nmore than 20 countries in conjunction with CUTS official opening
yest er day.

Azi z, however, said the governnent was not in a hurry to stop sending
students to the US and would do its best to assist the affected students
get their visas and conplete their studies there.

He said the governnent had no plans to ask the affected students, who
were nostly Muslins, to continue their studies in |ocal universities.

"W have not identify any local university for themto continue their
studi es,” he said.

Last week, Aziz said nore than 150 Mal aysi an students, who returned
home fromthe US during their senmester holidays, could not continue their
studies after the US government refused to i ssue them visas.

Fol | owi ng this devel opment, Prime Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Mahat hir
Mohamad sai d the governnment woul d have to | ook for other alternatives if
the US authorities did not change their policy on Ml aysi an students.

Aziz also said the government was nonitoring activities of |ocal
uni versity students due to strong suspicion that sone of them could be
menbers of the Jenmmah |slamah (JI) novement.

He said it was premature to confirmwhether any |ocal university
student was involved with the novenent believed to have close links with
the al - Qaeda terrorist group
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