12 SEP 2002
Lawyer
M SI AN LAWER FOR ALLEGED RAPE VI CTI M COM NG TO MANI LA

MANI LA, Sept 12 (Bernamm) -- A Mal aysian | awyer hired by the
Phi | i ppines to represent an all eged rape victimin Sabah is arriving here
tonorrow, an official told reporters today.

Gordon Jones intends to take the testinmony of a 13-year-old
Filipino-Muslimgirl who had conpl ai ned she was raped by a Ml aysi an
pol i ceman.

The girl, whose identity was kept secret by authorities, was one of the
Fi l'i pi no deportees from Sabah.

Justice Secretary Hernando Perez said that Jones woul d be acconpani ed
by Philippine envoy to Mal aysi a Jose Brill antes.

"W will immediately have a conference with M Jones and | will hand
over to himthe affidavit of the victim" he said.

Perez said that there was "enough evi dence" to prove the all egation of
rape and that it was now"a matter of filing the appropriate charge in
Mal aysi a. "

Persi da Acosta, chief of the Philippine Public Attorney's Ofice, said
that she had interviewed the girl for alnmost six hours and found her
testinony "spontaneous and credible."”

The al | eged rape victi mhas been under the care of social welfare
officials inthe southern city of Zanmboanga si nce she was deported from
Sabah I ast week.

President Qoria Arroyo, inarecent letter to Prinme Mnister Datuk
Seri Dr Mahat hir Mohamad, expressed her "personal outrage" at the alleged
rape and asked for "swift action" onit.

Meanwhi | e, Defence Secretary Angel o Reyes | eaves tonorrow for Kual a
Lunmpur to hel p resolve the nmigrants' row.

He will nmeet his Mal aysi an counterpart and ot her key officials to find
ways t o snoot hen t he deportation of illegal Filipino mgrants fromSabah.
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