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Intensifying student integration progranmes

Carol Murugi ah

PASI R GUDANG, Sun. - The Education Mnistry will intensify its student
i ntegration progranmes to ensure that racial extrem smhas no place in
Mal aysi an school s.

Education Director-Ceneral Datuk Abdul Rafie Mahat said it was
i nperative that school children be given an early start in the integration
process to better understand cultures and custons outside of their own.

He said uniformed bodies and canps could go a |l ong way in ensuring that
students fromdifferent backgrounds had the chance to mx freely with one
anot her.

"We have included activities which pronote racial unity and integration
in the school co-curriculum But nost of these programmes are held at
secondary | evel

"Apart fromincreasing the nunber of activities, we will now have
simlar ones for primary school children to provide anple opportunity for
themto mx around,” he said.

Abdul Rafie was speaking after officiating at the Pol ytechnic Sports
Council's Fourth National Sports Carnival held at Pasir Gudang stadi um
here today.

He was asked to comment on Prime Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Mhathir
Mohamad' s speech at the MCA general assenbly yesterday, warning the
Chi nese community of the dangers of racial extrem sm

Abdul Rafie said the Vision School concept was an excellent way of
promoting racial integration as it brought students from vernacul ar and
Gover nment school s toget her.

He called on parents to be nore supportive of Vision Schools and enro
their children in schools pronoting racial integration

"Sonme parents select schools that teach in one nmedium so we have to get
t hese school s to accept a m xed approach,"” he added.

On the sports carnival, Abdul Rafie said sporting activities would
devel op the students' physical condition and well-being apart from
provi ding an opportunity for racial integration

"These events would hel p prepare themto neet challenges in |ife outside
of campus, " he added.

He said the building of new pol ytechni cs was progressing smoothly, with
one in Merlimu, Ml acca expected to open its doors to about 300 students
in Cctober.

"I'n May next year, the Tanjung Malim Pol ytechnic in Pera and the Kulim
Pol ytechnic in Kedah will also have their inaugural enrol nent of 300
each.”

He said the polytechnics in Arau in Perlis, Bandar Miadzam Syah in
Pahang and Sabak Bernamin Sel angor were still under construction and
shoul d be conmpl eted by next year

"We are conpleting these pol ytechnics at a cost of RWM50 million each so
that students living in the vicinity have access to further education,” he
added.
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