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TACKLE ROOT CAUSE OF TERRORI SM SAYS AMERI CAN LAWER

PULAU PANGKOR, Sept 7 (Bernama) -- An American | awyer, who had
participated in various peace tal ks worl dwi de, told aninternational forum
here that the root cause of terrorismis not religious or cultural but
political

Paul S. Reichler said that terrorismcould only be stopped if the root
cause was addressed as every specific act of terrorismhad some politica
connecti ons.

"The cause of Sept 11 is not because of Islamaffiliation, but rather
political, especially when certain groups of people are unjustly treated,"
he said at the Asian d obal Leadership Forum Aninitiative for Peace in
Par adi se hel d four days before the first anniversary of the attacks in the
United States.

Rei chl er said Prinme Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Mahat hir Mohanmad had
enphasi sed this point to U S. President George Bush during their neetingin
Washington earlier this year.

"But the United States is not hunting down the root cause of the
terrorist attack but is instead going after Iraq," he said.

He was respondi ng to panelists discussing "Snapshots of the Politica
and Security Landscape: The Political and Security | nperatives.

Rei chl er, who negotiated the agreenment between the governnent of
Ni caragua and rebel forces that ended the civil war there in 1988, |amented
that the debate on fighting terrorismdid not include political causes.

He said West Asian countries and the people there did not hate the U S
because of its freedomthat it enjoyed, but because Ameri cans deni ed t he
Pal estine people the rights to freedom

"They hate the United States because American policies areinflicting
suf fering on the people of Iraq," he added.

He al so stressed that international lawdid not legitimse the renova
of Saddam Hussei n t hrough attacks.

A change in attitude on the part of the sole superpower in the world
and a new set of policies supporting peopl e who had been unjustly accused
or deprived are required in order to attain worl d peace, he said.

Rei chl er said there was no other way to prevent the repeat of the Sept
11 i nci dent but only t hrough addressing the i njustice stemm ng out of
political consideration

Panel nenber Tan Sri Dr Noordin Sopiee said it was critically inportant
for the U.S. government not to fall intothe terrorist trap or conm t
massi ve tactical and strategic errors.

He said it would be the height of folly to "win" Iraq and "Il ose" Saud
Arabia, the Emrates, Jordan, Egypt, Pakistan, Turkey and Iran

"I't's necessary for the U S. toreformthose foreign policies that
cause so much anger, bitterness and hatred around the world. At the very

topis the issue of Palestine...it's a despairing scenario filled w th deep
tragedy and profound injustice," he added.
-- BERNANA
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