11/ 08/ 2002

I ncorporate environnental planning into econonic devel opment, says Razal

PENANG, Sat. - Being one of the country's smaller States, Penang can
manage a sustai nable policy that incorporates environmental planning into
econom ¢ devel opnent, Tan Sri Razali Ismail said today.

The special adviser to Prime Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Mhat hir Mhanmad
said the State Governnent should first reviewits economc, sectoral and
envi ronnent al policies, and devel op nmechanisns to facilitate invol verment
of various groups and individuals, to allow integration of environnenta
and devel oprment issues at all |evels of decision-mnmaking.

He said the State Government shoul d inplenent plans and policies that
enphasi ses on "greeni ng" econom c activities on a sector by sector basis,
be it for industry, agriculture, tourismor construction

Razali said this when addressi ng about 200 people at the inaugura
Penang Lecture on "Sustai nabl e Devel opnent in Penang: Progress Prospects”
at Shangri-La Hotel here today.

Anmong those present were Yang di -Pertua Negeri Tun Abdul Rahman Abbas
and his wife Toh Puan Majinor Shariff.

The | ecture was organi sed by the Soci o- Economi ¢ and Environnment Research
Institute (Seri) which is a think-tank for the State Governnent in
formul ati ng public devel opment plans and strategies.

He al so pointed out that the rapid growh industrial estates had
destroyed natural habitats such as marine |life and nangrove areas, while
the hotel industry has spoilt sea water quality.

Rapi d urbani sation, he said, had caused massive traffic congestion and
snoke em ssion which had been identified as the nmajor source of pollution
in the State

He suggested that it was tinely for the Governnent to encourage private
conpani es to include the social and environnent costs in bal ance sheets,
and pronote green productivity and use cl eaner technol ogy.

"The State Covernnent can nove a step forward by offering attractive
i ncentives to compani es which practises and i nnovate green productivity,"”
sai d Razali .
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