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It istine the silent mpjority started speaking up on issues

van Ahmad Shi hab | smai

ONCE again Prine Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Mhathir Mohamad spoke of the
silent majority when commenting that the proposal for the use of English
in teaching Maths and Sci ence had the support of nost Ml aysians.

H s observation is in all Iikelihood correct. Listening to the talk on
the street, it's hard to find dissenting views which seemto be very |oud
over the mass nedia. The reality seens to be that the average Ml aysi an
understands the need for us to inplenent certain neasures that woul d
ensure that our children are well equipped to face the challenges of the
future.

Wy then are those who agree | ess vocal conpared to the vociferous
protestations of the mnority who di sagree?

Thi s phenonenon of not wanting to be too "loud", not wanting to get
i nvol ved, is nothing new Each tine an issue of inportance surfaces,
opposing views will imediately be heard. These dissenting views surface
swiftly and reverberate |oudly although everyone knows the mgjority of
Mal aysi ans support the idea.

In the tumultuous political climte of 1999, for exanple, you would
think that it was all over for the ruling coalition, if you heard the
| oudest voices. In the end however, the silent majority spoke in their
silence, and delivered the Barisan Nasional a resounding victory.

It's the sane, tinme and again. Perhaps it's part of of our val ue system
and culture that does not encourage us to state an opinion. W often
prefer to see which way the wi nd bl ows before we react. Often we do not
even follow the direction of the winds - we just chose not to say anything
until we know for certain.

Perhaps, it's a case of msapplying the rule that "silence is tacit
approval ".

As we nove towards a nore conpetitive and dynamic era, we need not only
to progress physically as a nation, but our minds and attitudes nmust al so
change accordi ngly. Ml aysi ans must begin to understand that their
opi nions matter and that they need to say something sonetimes, even if it
is just to agree.

Qur power as a people in a denocratic and free country does not lie in
just casting our votes once every few years. It also lies in the fact that
we have channels to voi ce our opinions.

W& have | eaders who are accessible and we have the confort in know ng
that in all probability, given the right circunstances, our two sen worth
may be worth a lot nore than the proverbial two sen.

Perhaps it's tine to deci de what sort of a society we want to live in
and what sort of society we want to prepare for the future. Perhaps it's
time to |l ook at how we educate our children with regard to them being
out spoken and forthright or otherwi se in expressing their views.

If this attitude of silence that nost of us Ml aysians have origi nated
in our early education, perhaps it's tinme we gave closer scrutiny to those
crucial formative years in our children's lives to ensure a nore pro-
active and participative future generation

W& nust be aware that as citizens, we have much to contribute in shaping
our nation's destiny.

It would do good for Malaysia if her people would I end their voices to
the cause of ensuring that she's on the right track towards progress and
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