04/ 11/ 2002

DPM Investigate the re-registered 2.8 nmillion voters

KLANG Sun. - The 2.8 million voters believed to be re-registered in
certain states over the last 30 years nust be investigated by the El ection
Conmi ssion, Deputy Prine Mnister Datuk Seri Abdullah Ahnad Badawi said

t oday.

"W need the help of the Election Comm ssion and National Registration
Departnment to track down these voters, to ascertain their actual voting
constituencies and regi ster them where they bel ong."

He said there should not be nuch difficulty in tracking these voters
down, as the departnments were becomng fully conputerised

Abdul | ah said there was need for a conplete clean-up of the electora
roll

He was speaking after |aunching the Skoda car exhibition by Ml aysia's
mai n di stributor and franchi se hol der, AutoPraha Sdn Bhd, a subsidiary of
Pant ai Bharu Group, here today.

"It's inportant that voters vote where they are residing, working or
according to the address in their identity cards.™

He said the El ection Conm ssion nmust put the electoral roll in order to
ensure that voting was not tainted by fraud, cheating and phantom vot es.

"The i ssue of phantom voters has been raised many a tine during genera
el ections and by-el ections, especially with voters being brought in from
ot her constituencies, and this is very unhealthy and needs to be
addressed. "

Abdul | ah said the Opposition nmay be getting "inside help" to transfer
voters to win seats. Prine Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir Mha
mad had yesterday said the sane.

Dr Mahathir described this as a big fraud and said Bari san Nasi onal was
studying the action to be taken. Abdullah said Umo woul d prepare a report
on the 2.8 mllion voters believed to have been transferred to other
constituencies, and subnmt it to the EC for action

He hoped the cl ean-up woul d be done before the next general election

Meanwhi | e, El ection Conmm ssion secretary Datuk VWan Ahmad Orar said the
EC woul d need the assistance of the National Registration Departnent and
political parties to ascertain if 2.8 mllion names in the electoral rol
have been noved w th-out their know edge.

He said it was a marmot h task for the EC to rectify the probl em by
checking all 2.8 mllion individuals whose address in the roll was
different fromthe address in their identity cards.

Wan Ahmad said the EC would recommend that political parties |odge
reports along with proofs of individuals whose nanes were listed in areas
whi ch they did not have "constructive residence".

"This is a nore suitable way for the ECto act on the irregularities.
Qur job is to make corrections based on reports,” he said in Kuala
Ter engganu t oday.

Besi des, he said the conm ssion did not have enough manpower to verify
each of the 2.8 m|lion nanes.

"If a person was found to have cheated about his residence, the
conmi ssion will use his name to the constituency where he has actua
resi dence. "
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