03 NOV 2002
Asean- Thai | and
THAI LAND TO JO N PACT TO FI GHT TERRORI SM

By: Miin Abdul Mjid

PHNOM PENH, Nov 3 (Bernamm) -- Thailand will accede to an
anti-terrorismpact, which has been signed by Mal aysi a, | ndonesia, the
Phi | i ppi nes and Canbodi a, during the 8th Asean Sunmmit begi nning here
t onor r ow.

Speaking to reporters on his arrival here, Foreign Mnister Datuk Seri
Syed Hami d Al bar said this woul d boost efforts by Asean menber states to
counter the threat of terrorismin the region.

Mal aysi a, | ndonesi a and the Philippines i nked t he Exchange of
I nf ormati on and Est abl i shnment of Conmuni cati on Procedures i n Kual a Lunpur
last May. It was |ater acceded to by Canbodi a.

The agreenent, another effort to conpl enent the Asean nechani sm agai nst
terrorismand other transnational crines, is intended to establish a
framework to facilitate joint effort anbng the signatories to conbat the
threat.

Syed Hami d said Asean | eaders woul d al so i ssue a separate decl aration
hi ghlighting the grouping' s resolve to tackle the nenace, especially in the
I ight of the deadly bonbing on the | ndonesi an resort island of Bali on COct
12 and several bomb attacks in the Philippines.

"W feel that our serious attitude (in tackling terrorisn) shoul d be
contained in a declaration on terrorismwhich takes into consideration our
efforts in pooling resources to ensure that terrorist actions cannot be
gi ven support.

"Thi s shows the comm tnment of Asean countries in the fight against
terrorism" he said.

Syed Hami d al so said the Asean | eaders woul d i ssue statements on Iraq,
t he Korean peninsula crisis and West Asi a probl ens.

El aborating on the situationin lraq, the mnister said the matter nust
be approached with dial ogue and nultilateralismusing the United Nations as
a vehicle for resolving the conflict there.

Iraq is faci ng possible attack by the United States over accusations of
possessi on of weapons of mass destruction.

Prime Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir Mhanmad arrived here this
afternoon for the summt, the first ever to be hosted by Asean' s youngest
menber, Canbodi a, which joined the grouping in 1999.
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