01 SEP 2002
Sabah- | nmi grant s
PHI LI PPI NE NAVY SHI PS W TH 234 | MM GRANTS STI LL AT PORT

SANDAKAN, Sept 1 (Bernama) -- Two Philippi ne naval vessels, DRP Bucol od
and San Juan, were still at the Karanmunting Port here late this evening
al t hough they were supposed to have left for hone this norning with 234
i mm grants deported by Ml aysi a.

The 234 illegal inmmgrants have al ready boarded the ships together with
a group of immgrants which has chosen to return home voluntarily.

Sabah Ports Authority traffic and operations officer Anang Besar
| brahimsaid the authorities of the two ships told himthat the situation
arose "because we are waiting for the outcone of negoti ati ons between t he
Mal aysi an and Phi |l i ppi ne governnents" on the i ssue of deporting illegal
i mm grants.

Yesterday, Prinme Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Mahat hir Mohamad sai d Mal aysi a
had agreed to tenporarily halt the deportation of Filipinoillegal
i mm grants at the request of Philippine President G oria Macapagal Arroyo.

This was to allow Manila to send its officers to i nspect detention
canps fol l owi ng nedi a reports on the all eged m streatnment of inmgrants, he
sai d.

Federal Special Task Force senior officer Ismail Zakaria said the | ast
of the illegal inmrgrants boarded the ship at 5.40pm yesterday.

The i nmmigrants, conprising 89 nen, 62 wonen, 43 boys and 40 girls, were
fromthe tenmporary detention centre i n Menggatal, Kota Ki nabal u.
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