26/ 09/ 2002

Irish President to make four-day visit to Malaysia to strengthen bil ateral

KUALA LUMPUR, Wed. - President of Ireland Mary McAl eese will make a four-
day state visit to Malaysia from Sept 29 to strengthen bilateral relations
and co-operation.

Irish Anbassador to Mal aysia Daniel Milhall said the President would be
acconpani ed by her husband Dr Martin MAI eese.

"It will be a historic visit for Ireland as it is the first Irish state
visit anywhere in the Southeast Asia region. It will mark yet another
mlestone in relations between the two countries,” he said at a Press
conf erence.

Yang di - Pertuan Agong Tuanku Syed Sirajuddin and Raja Permai suri Agong
Tuanku Fauzi ah are expected to grant her an audience. She will also hold
di scussions with Prime Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir Mhanmad.

In Penang, she will visit the Penang Medical College, which is a joint
venture between University Coll ege Dublin, the Royal College of Surgeons
of Ireland and the Penang Devel opnent Cor porati on.

She is al so expected to address the National Chanber of Comerce
Mal aysia and the Institute of Di pl omacy and Foreign Rel ati ons.

McAl eese will be acconpani ed by a busi ness del egati on, whose nenbers'’
interests reflect the shared technol ogi cal strengths of both countries and
will further devel op their rel ationship.

"It is hoped that the presence of this business delegation and the
contacts they make here will lead to a further expansion of trade,

i nvestnment and educational links to the benefit of both countries,”
Mul hal | sai d.

Describing the rel ati onship between Ireland and Mal aysia as "very
friendly", he said the visit augured well for co-operation in many fields
as lreland was keen to devel op stronger ties with countries outside of
Eur ope |i ke Ml aysi a.

On education, Mulhall said that there was a scope for further
enhancenent of Ml aysia-lreland relations in the area of English | anguage
st udi es.

"Ireland is an English-speaking country. We have consi derabl e resources
in the area of |anguage studies or the teaching of English as we have
devel oped sone advanced nmethod of e-Learning to facilitate the English
| anguage learning in Ireland,” he said.

Mul hal | said the skills and e-Learning nethod woul d be nade available to
Mal aysi ans as the Mal aysi an Government was giving priority to the English
| anguage.
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