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Abdul | ah Ahmad

I T HAS been nore than six years since | |ast observed an election. | spent
two days in Indera Kayangan only to discover that nothing has changed.
We still live in a polluted noral and political environnent. At the

various ceramahs, they were saying sonething different fromwhat they
t hought. The Opposition did not believe anything the Government said,
i gnoring facts because they cared only for thensel ves.

Any political party which disregards realpolitik will and should fai
national ly.

Dirty politics, mudslinging, character assassination and other chicanery
- trademarks of the Opposition - are good entertai nnent but they cannot
even, at the best of times, unseat a |ong-standing and focused Governnent.

It is a ridiculous, even pathetic, case at this point in time. | would
have t hought they would at |least come to grips with the political reality
t hat thi ngs have changed and are changi ng since Septenber 11

I know each of us has pride, prejudice, strength and foible. Sone are
eccentric and many vul nerable. A few are plain stupid, politically
speaki ng.

VWhen political |eaders ignore facts, they ignore truth and their
candi dates and parties suffer. Pas and Keadil an m ght have persuaded their
listeners and earned sustai ned appl ause (nostly fromoutsiders out to have
fun) but they were, as they have found out in Indera Kayangan, a poor
conpensati on.

That while they had the good feelings, Barisan Nasional (BN) retained
the seat easily with a bigger-than-expected magjority. | nust admt that
the larger than two-to-one margin surprised nme. | had said in this colum
even before nom nation that the BN victory was a foregone concl usion, the
guestion was the size of the majority.

The big majority (in the | ocal context) was caused by a clear and
definitive change in the political perception of the Malay voters. The
Government and Umo have becone nore credible and they nust now capitalise
on this shift cleverly and nove on from I ndera Kayangan

I ndera Kayangan is a nodel constituency in the sense that it is racially
del i catel y-bal anced. No one race is dom nant. The non-Ml ay voters
out nunber the Malays by just 4 per cent. It has always been held by the BN
via MCA

The pl easant surprise, since the 1999 general election, is that the
Mal ay voters have since becone nore practical and | ess obsessed with
enotions and si deshows. They seemto have realised that the Prine
Mnister's job is to rule, not to wangle nor gratify a man. He is charged
wi th making all Ml aysi ans happy.

He appears to be doing a good job, but nore inportantly, he enjoys doing
it. To continue performng this, Datuk Seri Dr Mhathir Mhanmad nust
necessarily keep the Treasury under his direct charge.

I dealism even fair play, is occasionally firmy set aside in
real politik. Palestine and Af ghani stan are good exanples. In politics, as
in love and war, everything is fair.

Thomas Jefferson said: Wiat is practicable nust often control what is
pure theory, and the habits of the governed determine in a great degree
what is practicable.

He consi dered his own purchase of Louisiana in 1803 (and was admtted as
a State in 1812) unconstitutional, but he told the Congress that the



agreement wi th Napol eon nmust be ratified!

VWhat happened i n I ndera Kayangan was cl ear: Keadilan had neither
el ectoral muscle nor credible nmachinery and | ocal |eadership. Big brother
Pas provided the mass support and the organisation. This is no
exaggeration, after all Pas is older (circa 1951), battle-experienced and
fatigued. In any event, Pas tends to attract nore Mal ay supporters and
adventurers.

Keadi | an, not unexpectedly and understandably, flogged the waning issue
of Datuk Seri Anwar |brahim Nor the squabbles within the party helped its
desperate attenpt to put up a good performance in Perlis which would, had
it happened, have been a political boost for Anwar who i s now serving
sentences in Sungai Bul oh prison

The fear of Islamc extrem smas espoused by Pas is real. Pas'
chanpi oni ng of the Taliban reginme in Afghanistan, and inplied call for the
Tal i bani sati on of Ml aysia, made the frenzied converts delirious but it
was a death knell for the non-Mislins and enlightened Ml ays.

Pas' keen enbrace of Keadilan changed the political equation. The BN
whi ch uphol ds a gentle formof Islam the real religion as perceived by
many, i s back in vogue. | do get the inpression since Septenber 11 that
the tide has turned against the Opposition, Pas in particul ar

The crucial question is howlong will the tide last? A week is a long
time in politics, even shorter in Mlaysia.

C kgu Qui Ah Lan's big win is a denonstration that Ml aysians, even the
Mal ays, understand now how dangerous the Islam st extrem sts are. Their
activities, holier-than-thou arrogant attitude and high profile are the
reasons why, | believe, the people came out in support of BN

In the last general election, Guar Syed Alwi and Kanmpung Bakau were Pas
stronghol ds, but |ast Saturday, they defected. A Pas |eader told nme there
were several reasons but credited it mainly to the new politica
phenonenon in rural Mlaysia: Puteri Umo. He was supported by Qui and two
top | eaders of MCA who volunteered their opinion to ne.

Puteri Umo was virulently attacked by Opposition speakers. Wuld they
have savaged an ineffective and i nconpetent group? Many people are
starting to revise their opinion about Puteri Umo, as Pas | eaders have,
al beit grudgi ngly, acknow edged that their party is facing a brigade of
dedi cated, brave and young Umo cadres. And smart |adies to boot!

O course, Wanita Umo also played its crucial role as always. But the
medi a and political attention have shifted to Puteri

There is no doubt that Umo is recapturing the hearts and m nds of the
Mal ays, surprisingly even anong the first-tine voters. | asked several as
they came out after voting at Sekol ah Derma (voting channel one). They
nmore or less said, as if in chorus: W are fed up with these holier-than-
thou Islam sts. W are in the 21st century and they are trying to put the
cl ock back!

If they represent the feeling of their generation across the nation
t hi ngs | ook good for the future.

This feeling will endure if the Government and the ruling party can show
the young voters they are not afraid of the political adventurists and
religious extrem sts. That they will not only confront them but send them
back to where they bel ong.

The worst thing this Governnent can do is to grant the Islamsts' w sh
to Talibani se Mal aysia, through default.

If the Governnent controls schools, universities and nobsques, nonitors
closely those pronoting hatred and politics of exclusion, continues to
rej ect theocracy and excoriate those who have and are perverting Islamfor
their own political ends, | amconfident, |Indera Kayangan is the harbinger
of better things to cone.



I ndera Kayangan brings out to the fore an emerging Puteri Umo which is
conpl ementi ng the al ready powerful wonmen power of Wanita Umo.
It istoo early to wite the report card of Puteri Umo but if it could
sustain and inprove its performance in Perlis, it will be an obvious
i ndi cator of what politics nmust be and will be in the years to cone.
( END)
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