25/ 09/ 2002

Bar Council: Consider our views before anmending | SA

KUALA LUMPUR, Tues. - The Bar Council today urged Mnister in the Prine

M nister's Departnment Datuk Seri Dr Rais Yatimto consider the view of the
| egal profession pertaining to the Internal Security Act before deciding
whet her to anend it.

In a statenent today, Bar Council chairnman Mah Weng Kwai commended
Rai s's statenent made | ast week that a thorough study needed to be carried
out on the |ISA before the Governnment coul d deci de whether to include the
views by the Ml aysi an Human Ri ghts Conmmi ssion in any anendnents to be
made | ater.

Mah said that the view of the legal profession in a nenorandum presented
to the Prinme Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir Mhanmad in March 1999
detailing the views and recommendati ons of the council on the |ISA would be
pertinent in any study of the |egislation.

He said the Bar Council had been consistent in its call to repeal the
| SA and all other legislation that allowed for preventive detention
wi thout trial, adding that a review of preventive |aws such as the | SA had
been | ong overdue.

On Sept 9, Suhakam chairman Tan Sri Abu Talib O hman said the Governnent
should review restrictive laws such as the | SA and pass new ones as tinmes
had changed, citing changi ng circunstances.
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