08 SEP 2002
MAHATHI R- | SLAM
VESTERN POAERS NOT DO NG ENOUGH TO W N OVER MJUSLI M5 TO FI GHT TERRORI SM

PULAU PANCKOR, Sept 8 (Bernamm) -- Datuk Seri Dr Mahat hir Mhamad has
hit out at Western superpowers for practically doing nothing to win the
hearts and mnds of Muslins but are instead bent on wagi ng war agai nst them
(Muslins) in efforts to stanp out terroris.

Describing this as wong, he said "Everything is being done to alienate
them (Muslins) further, to anger and frustrate them This selfish nove wll
only ensure that there will be a constant and probably increasai ng supply
of recruits to terrorism™

The West had not cared to find out about the causes of terrorismand
renove themwhile the faint voices protesting fromanong themwere ignored
he said in his closing address at the end of the first ever Asian d oba
Leadershi p Forum otherw se known as the Pangkor Retreat here.

It was attended by 200 participants, including captains of industry,

m ni sters, academ ci ans and econom sts. Al so present was the prine
mnister's wife, Datin Seri Dr Siti Hasmah Mbhanmed Ali, and YTL Corporation
Bhd group managi ng director Tan Sri Francis Yeoh who chaired the closing
sessi on on "Building and shapi ng prosperity: Gving a hunan di nension to

gl obal i sation. "

Dr Mahathir said,"The powerful are bent on revenge rather than
solutions. And so there will be no end to Muslimterrorism

"The answer does not lie in confrontation, in force, in a war to end
all wars. The answer lies in justice and fair play, in being sensitive, in
being willing to step back and to adnit ni stakes and bani sh the idea that
anyone race has a nonopoly of the right values, the right systens and the
right solutions to all the human ail nments."

The prime mnister said the world today lived in fear of Mislim
terrorists and not other terrorists and because terrorists could not be
easily identified or located, all Mislinms were considered potenti al
terrorists and were treated as such.

He said because the mgjority of Ml aysians were Miuslins, all Ml aysians
were bei ng penalised in being denied visas, were checked and re-checked and
were hum |iated when they went to certain countries.

He sai d sanctions against Iraq, Iran Libya and Sudan -- all Mislim
countries -- and nore tragically the killings of the Pal estini ans nade
Musl i ms everywhere feel oppressed, angry, bitter and frustrated.

"They cannot go to war in the conventional way. They did that before
agai nst Israel but they were defeated, |argely because Israel is backed by
the great powers. The only way they (Muslins) can retaliate is through acts
of terror, hitting out blindly at the innocent as well as the guilty."

Dr Mahathir said that if normalcy were to be restored on this planet,
"the first thing that has to be done is to stop thinking of revenge, and
begin to think of justice and fair play."

He said the arrogance of power rnust be elimnated. Until then, there
woul d be no prosperity for the globalised world.

On globalisation, the prine ninister said it has to be regul ated,
taking into consideration the weaknesses and sensitivities of the poor
countries and to ensure that the benefits resulting fromgl obalisation |like
foreign direct investnents (FDIs) would benefit them

"Total freedomof inflow and outflow of capital cannot be allowed," he
sai d, adding that nani pul ation of the share and currency markets mnmust be
banned.



Mal aysi a, he said, was critical of globalisation because it had seen
t he danage done by the mani pul ati on of share pri ces.

Dr Mahathir also reiterated his call for a world tax on infrastructure
where the noney coul d be used exclusively for building infrastrcture
facilities so nuch needed by devel opi ng countries in order for themto
devel op and nmake themnore attractive to foreign investors.

He said while sone countries nmanaged to attract FD's, many get nothing
at all.

"It seens like the global village is the village of the rich with the
poor having no share init. It is apartheid indeed," he said. -- BERNAMA
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