23/ 09/ 2002

ICT to be included under RML2. 3m Rakan Miuda progranme next year

PETALI NG JAYA, Sun. - Sixty per cent or RM7.38 nmillion of the allocation
for the Rakan Muda programre next year will be utilised to finance
activities for today's youths.

Youth and Sports Mnistry deputy secretary-general Nawawi Arshad said
exposi ng the youngsters to Informati on Conmuni cati on Technol ogy woul d be
one of the activities.

He was speaking after the prize-giving ceremony of the Wrld Cyber Ganes
Mal aysi an Chanpi onshi p 2002 at Bandar Sunway here today.

Deputy Youth and Sports M nister Datuk Ong Tee Keat gave away the
prizes.

In the 2003 Budget presented by Prime Mnister and Finance M nister
Datuk Seri Dr Mahat hir Mhanmad on Friday, RW27.5 mllion is allocated to
the Youth and Sports Mnistry next year.

O this, RMI2.3 million is for the Rakan Muda programme.

In his speech, Ong said the Wrld Cyber Ganes was one of the ways to
develop a positive digital entertai nnent culture anong the youths.

Ong said it was inportant that today's youths be equi pped to face the
rapi d chal |l enges of a evolving digital world.

The Worl d Cyber Ganes Mal aysi a Chanpi onshi p 2002, organi sed by In2
Mar ket i ng and Consulting Sdn Bhd with Sansung El ectronics as the official
sponsor, started on Aug 3 and ended today.

Attracting 1,500 participants, it nade its entry in the Ml aysi a Book of
Records yesterday as the |argest cyber gane chanpi onship.

The certificate was signed by the Ml aysia Book of Records managi ng
di rector Datuk Danny Qoi today.

Ni ne grand chanpi ons of the chanpionship in all four individual and one
team categories will represent Malaysia at the Wrld Cyber Ganes 2002 in
Daej on, Korea, from Cct 28 to Nov 3, conpeting agai nst cyber game pl ayers
fromnore than 45 countri es.

Last year, the Ml aysian team becane the only team from South East Asia
to have entered the quarterfinals.
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