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In due time

Chris Yong

| REFER to the article entitled O The Mongols and Dr Mahathir in the "On
A Personal Note' columm by A Kadir Jasin in the Sept 16t h-30th issue of
Mal aysi an Busi ness, which nmade interesting reading. | would like to
comment further.

Self-criticismof one's own race is a rare and bold trait anong Ml ays
li ke Kadir but sonetinmes, it is necessary for a "wake-up call' or reality
check. Prime Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir Mhamad, despite his
m sgivings, is truly a great Malay | eader. Besides inproving the country's
per capita incone, he has also inproved the business acunmen of Mal ay
busi nessnen.

Today, you see | oads of educated and professional Ml ays, especially the
fairer sex, in the market. Although he has changed the m ndset of sone
Mal ays, he is not satisfied with the majority.

The Mal ay race has cone a long way. Wiile it is good to conpare it with
the Chinese, it nust be renmenbered that the Chinese have a long tradition
as an enterprising race, especially overseas Chinese who |like to dabble in
busi ness.

G ven anot her decade, with global conditioning, Mlay businessnen wll
learn to conpete and becone successful. O course, we have to dismantle
the affirmative action at the sane tine, as otherw se, any genuine effort
will be tenpered with the " help' tag.

Chris Yong
Via e-mai
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