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PM VERY PLEASED WTH BN S BI G W N | N | NDERA KAYANGAN

KUALA LUMPUR, Jan 19 (Bernama) -- The Prime M nister Datuk Seri Dr
Mahat hi r Mbhamad said he i s very happy wi th the convincing victory by the
Bari san Nasi onal which retained the I ndera Kayangan state seat in Perlis in
today's by-election with a bigger majority.

"l amvey happy with the BN s thunmping win. | congratulate all those
who have canpai gned so well to ensure a victory for the BN

"l also congratulate (Perlis Menteri Besar) Datuk Seri Shahi dan Kassim
for redeening BN s integrity,"” Dr Mahathir said when interviewed by
t el ephone over Radi o and Tel evi si on Mal aysia (RTM's TV1 after a tel evi sed
announcerent of the by-election results tonight.

Dr Mahat hir, who i s BN chai rman, al so congratul at ed t he BN candi date
Qui Ah Lan for defeating her Keadil an chal | enger Khoo Yang Chong by a
majority of 2,592 votes in the by-election.

Qui polled 4,279 votes while Khoo, 1,687 votes.

Qui's majority was 618 votes nmore than the 1,974 vote-mgjority earned
by BN s Dat uk Khor Liang Tee in the 1999 general el ection. Khor's death due
to col on cancer on Dec 19 led to the by-election.

Meanwhi | e, the Deputy Prinme M nister Datuk Seri Abdul | ah Ahmad Badaw ,
when interviewed by RTMat the vote-tallying centre in Kangar toni ght, said
the BN s victory proved Qui's credibility and the peopl e's acceptance of
her .

"The victory showed that the nmasses still want the BN. The bi gger
majority reflects their continuing support for the BN

"This is a very significant victory," Abdull ah said, describingit as a
victory for all and as an endorsenent of Dr Mahathir's | eadership at the
federal level and that of Shahidan's at the state | evel.
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