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Zakri Baharudin

MALAYSI A" S bl ueprint on the future devel opment of notorsports will take
formin the first part of the inaugural Mdtorsports Convention to be held
at the Mandarin Oriental Hotel in Kuala Lunmpur begi nning 8am today.

Jointly organi sed by the Sports Mnistry, the Autonobile Association of
Mal aysi a (AAM) and Sepang International Crcuit (SIC), the Convention will
di scuss everything related to notorsports, covering go-karts, dirt bikes
and circuit racing to 4x4 expeditions.

To be | aunched by Sports M nister Datuk H shammuddi n Hussein, who will
deliver the key-note address, the eight-hour semnar is open to all
parties related to the | ocal nmotorsports scene; including drivers, riders,
veterans, racing teans, nechanics, sponsors, clubs, associations,
academ ci ans and governnment and cor porate agenci es.

The three main topics to be di scussed cone under the headi ngs
“Devel opment of Facilities', “~Programes, Activities and Tal ent
Devel opnent' and " Techni cal Devel opnent and the Role of NGGs.'

Among t he speakers are chairman of Petronas Tan Sri Azizan Zai nul
Abi di n, whose presentation is entitled "~Engi ne Devel opnment - F1', AAM
presi dent Tunku Mudzaffar Tunku Mistapha (Techni cal Devel opnent of
Mot or sports), Datuk Mokhzani Mahathir (Raci ng School Devel opnent), Johor
Cor poration chief executive Tan Sri Muhammad Ali Hashim (The Need to
Devel op Facilities in States), Datuk Razak Dawood of the Pert rally team
(Devel opment of Motorsport Activities), and SIC s general manager Ahnmad
Must af a (Devel opment of Motorsport Facilities).

O particular interest, a representative fromthe Mnistry of
International Trade and Industries (Mti) will also discuss issues
relating to inport duties of nmotorsports parts and equi prments.

Wth an aimto ignite efforts in creating an effective and workabl e
system for grassroot devel opment, the Convention is notivated by the
CGovernment's Eight Malaysia Plan to devel op sports to the highest |evel.

The findings fromtoday's event will serve as a basis for the
i nternational version of the Convention to be held prior to the Petronas
Mal aysian F1 Grand Prix on March 17-19.
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