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PM TO OPEN | SLAM C ART OF | NDI A EXHI BI TI ON

KUALA LUWPUR, March 29 (Bernama) -- The Islamc Art of India exhibition
to be held for three nonths at the Islamic Arts Museum Mal aysi a here is the
first such exhibition in the regi on, according to I ndi an H gh Conmi ssi oner
to Mal aysia Veena Sikri.

She said that Prinme M nister Datuk Seri Dr Mahat hir Mohamad woul d open
the exhi bition tonorrow

"It is being held in collaboration with the National Miseumof New
Del hi," she told Bernama here.

Sikri said that 174 pieces of sultanate and Miughal |ndian works of art
fromthe coll ection of the Nati onal Museumof India in New Del hi woul d be
di spl ayed at the exhibition.

"The artifacts have been specifically selected to pronote a deeper
under st andi ng and appreci ation of Islamc Indian art and cul ture, as well
as its parallels and i nfluences on the art of the Islamc and the Ml ay
worl d," she said.

These include historically significant illustrated manuscripts
depicting the annal s and anti quities of the Mughal enperors, illum nated
firmans (royal decrees), speci nens of calligraphy, gliterring mniature
pai nti ngs, masterpi eces of decorative art, lavishly ornamented jewellery,
| uxurious textiles, historical arnms and arnours and gold and silver coins.

"Certai n masterpi eces have never been di spl ayed out si de of India and
will for the first tine, be exhibited here," she said.

One of the exhibits is a 15 century folio of a mniature of the Holy
Quran witten in Naskh script on gold sprinkl ed paper. The cover page bears
t he seal of the Mughal Enperor Shah Jahan, hence dating the Quran between
1627 AD- 1657 AD.

Si kri said that the exhibits woul d chronol ogi cally cover the salient
features, artistic achievements and the influences that led to the
flourishing arts of India under Islamc rule.

A series of lectures by scholars fromlocal institutions and India
specialisinginlndian Islamc art and history, traditional Indian craft
denonstrations, children activities and a Kat hak dance performance wi | |
al so be held in conjuction with the exhibition.

An exhi bition and sale of Indian jewellery sale will al so be held.

A catal ogue witten by Dr Nasi mAkhtar and ot her curators of National
Museum of New Del hi but designed and edited by the Islam c Arts Museum
Mal aysi a whi ch accounts the history of Islamand Islanic arts in the Indian
sub-continent will be on sale at the nuseumshop at RW5 per copy.
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