21/ 03/ 2002
PM opens enbassy building in Berlin

Ram an Sai d

PRIME M nister Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir Mhamad opened the new buil di ng of
t he Mal aysi an enbassy at Klingel hoferstr 6 on Tuesday, declaring it as
Mal aysi @' s nodest contribution to the architecture of new Berlin.

At the same time, he called on foreign mssions in Malaysia to start
rel ocating their enbassies to the new federal admnistrative centre in
Put r aj aya.

VWhen Gernmany noved its capital fromBonn to Berlin, he said foreign
enbassies did not face difficulties relocating their m ssions.

As such, the Prine Mnister felt the same should al so be seen in the
case of Putrajaya.

On Berlin, Dr Mahathir said it had hardly been two years since the
German capital had noved but the city appeared very confortable in its
role as the seat of the Federal Governnent.

"I'n the space of less than two years, Berlin has al so won the acceptance
not nmerely of the German people but of the whole world as the capital of
t he Federal Republic of Gernmany."

Among those present at the opening were Foreign Mnister Datuk Seri Syed
Ham d Al bar and Mal aysi an Anbassador to Germany Dat uk Kadir Deen

Dr Mahathir, who last visited Berlin in 1988, said he was happy to see a
new and vi brant city.

"When | was last in Berlin in 1988, the wall had not yet been
di smantled. The Berlin Wall, as it was known to the world, stood as an
om nous rem nder that not merely was Berlin divided but Gernmany too,
physically and ideol ogically."

Dr Mahathir said signs of renewal and hope was obvi ous everywhere, from
the construction of nodern new buildings |ike those in the Potsdanepl atz
to the restoration of the splendid old buildings along the Unter Den
Li nden and el sewhere in the city.

"The museuns, opera houses, concert halls and the theatres of Berlin
di stinguish the city as a cultural netropolis.”

The Prime Mnister said it was clear that Gernany today was profoundly
conmitted to a prosperous, just and stable world, with a mgjor role to
play in Europe and the world at |arge.
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